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Survey and
Cartography Section

The Survey and Cartography Section (SACS) is an internal organization of the NSS that is devoted to improving the state of cave
documentation and survey, cave data archiving and management, and of all forms of cave cartography.

Membership: Membership in the Section is open to anyone who is interested in surveying and documenting caves, management and
archiving of cave data and in all forms of cave cartography. Membership in the National Speleological Society is not required.

Dues: Does are $4.00 per year and includes four issue of Compass & Tape. Four issues of the section publication are scheduled fo be
published annually. However, if there are fewer, then all memberships will be extended to ensure that four issues are received. Dues
can be paid in advance for up to 3 years ($12.00). Checks should be made payable to “SACS” and send to the Treasuer.

Compass & Tape: This is the Section’s quarterly publication and is mailed to all members. It is scheduled to be published on a
quarterly basis, but if insufficient material is available for an issue, the quarterly schedule may not be met. Compass & Tape includes
articles covering a wide range of topics, including equipment reviews, techniques, computer processing, mapping standards. artistic
techniques, all forms of cave cartography and publications of interest and appropriate material reprinted from national and interna-
tional publications. It is the primaly medium for conveying information and ideas within the U.S. cave mapping community. All

members are strongly encouraged to contribute material and to comment on published matenal.. Items for publication should be
submitted to the Editor.

NSS Convention Session: SACS sponsors a Survey and Cartography session at each NSS Convention. Papers are presented on a
varicty of topics of interest to the cave mapper and cartographer. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to present a paper at the
convention. Contact the Vice Chair for additional information about presenting a paper.

Annual Section Meeting: The Section holds its only formal meeting each year at the NSS Convention. Section business, including
election of officers, is done at the meeting.

Back Issues: SACS started in 1983 and copies of back issues of” Compass & Tape are available. The cost is $1.00 cach for 1-2 back

issues, $0.75 each for 3-6 back issues and $.50 each for more than six back issues at a time. Back issues can be ordered from the Vice
Chair.

Overseas Members: SACS welcomes members from foreign countries. The rate for all foreign members 1s US$4.00 per year and

SACS pays the cost of surface mailing of Compass & Tape. If you need air mail delivery, please inquire about rates. All checks MUST
be payable in US$ and drawn on a U.S. bank.
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Chair: Carol Vescly Secretary: George Dasher
817 Wildrose Avenue 63 Valley Dr.
Monrovia. CA 91016-3022 Elkview WV 25071
(818) 357-6927 (304)965-1361

wvcaver@junoc.com.

Vice Chair: Roger Bartholomew Treasurer: Bob Hoke
310 Laurel Street 6304 Kaybro Street
Rome, New York 13440 Laurel, MD 20707
(315)-336-6551 (301) 725-5877
RVictor43@aol.com bobhoke@smart.net

Editor: Patricia Kambesis
P.O. Box 343
Wenona, IL 61377
815-863-5184
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All types of materials related to cave survey and survey data,
cartography, and cave documentation in gencral, are welcome
for publication in Compass & Tape. Manuscripts are accepted
in ANY form but are most welcome on 3.5 inch diskettes cither
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2000 NSS Convention, Elkins, West Virginia
Survey and Cartography Section
This is a call for papers for the Survey and Cartography session at the 2000 NSS Convention. The session is
informal and provides a good way to tell other cave mappers what you are doing, and to discuss problems related
to cave surveying, data management and manipulation, and cartography. Most cave surveyors have either devloped
useful techniques that may benefit others or are encountering problems that someone else may have solved. In
either case, an informal session presentation would be appropriate.
The session is informal and the audience is friendly. There are no rcquirements to provide fancy visual aids or to
provide a written paper (other than an abstract to be inctuded in the Convention Program.) Of course, the Compass
& Tape editor would be glad to receive any written papers for publication.
Presentations can be on any topic related to any aspect of cave mapping, and the material presented can be for any
level of mapping/cartographic expericnce. A partial list of potential presentation topics include:
. Cave mapping applications of high-accuracy GPS and digital mapping technology
. How to keep cave mud off your survey instruments
. How to minimize instrument fogging
. How to resolve blunders without another trip to the cave
. How to set and maintain mapping standards in a project
. Keeping track of survey data in a large project
. Mapping standards (accuracy, symbols, etc)
. New and improved computer programs for mapping (compare, describe, critique)
. New tools and toys to aid in mapping or cartography N
. Representing complex vertical caves on a 2-dimensional map
. Use of computers to draw cave maps (techniques, pros, cons)
. Use of computers to interactively view cave maps (views, colors, rotation, perspective)
The above list is obviously incomplete. If you are doing something that you think would be of interest to other
cave surveyors, please consider doing a presentation on it. When you subinit your abstract, please let the scssion
coordinator, Roger Bartholomew, know what equipment you will need for your presentation. You can assume that
the ususal 35mm slide projector and viewgraph machine will be available, but don’t make any other assumptions.
There is a possibility that we may also have an overhead projector that can be connected to a laptop comptuer.
Check with Roger if you are interested in using it.
If you plan to do a presentation, you should send an abstract of not over 250 words to Roger Bartholomew so that
he can insure that the abstract gets scheduled and into the Convention Program. Please be sure that your abstract:
includes a summary of your conclusions and results, in addition to a simple statement of what you are going to talk
about. Roger’s address is 910 Laurel Street, Rome, NY 13440. His phone number is 315-336-6551.
The tentative deadline for receiving abstracts is May 1, 2000 though earlier submission is encouraged. Ab-
stracts can be submitted via email to the SACS Session Chair, Roger Bartholemew (RVictord3 @aol.com) or to Bob
Hoke (bobhoke @ smart.net)
Check the SACS website for updated information on deadlines and scheduling,.
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1999 NSS Survey & Cartography
Section Meeting Minutes

July 15, 1999
NSS Convention, Filer, ID

The annual membership meeting of the NSS Sur-
vey and Cartography Section was called to order
by Section Chair Carol Veseley at 12:50 pm on
Thursday, July 15 1999. There were approximately
27 members present.

Vice Chair’s Report: Roger Bartholomew
thanked the Survey Session presenters and noted
that papers for the 2000 convention are welcome.
Carol noted that Roger did an outstanding job in
organizing the Survey Session and he received a
round of applause from those present.

Secretary’s Report: George Dasher was not
present, but Bob Hoke read a brief report from him.
He said that his secretarial responsibilities had been
minimal during the last year. He also noted that his

address was incorrect in Compass & Tape. (This,

has since been corrected. -ed.)

Treasurer’s Report: Bob Hoke said that the Sec-
tion is in excellent financial shape, with about
$2,800 in available funds. He said that he sends
sample issues to anyone whose map appears in the
newsletters received by the DC Grotto and sug-
gested that members send the addresses of pros-
pects to him so he can send them a sample issue.
Copies of the 1998 financial report were available
to be picked up, but there was little apparent inter-
est.

Old Business: none

New Business: Special Compass & Tape issue:
Scott Schmitz suggested reprinting some of the win-
ning Salon maps, along with their critique sheets,
as a special issue of Compass & Tape. The maps

would have to be reduced for publication, but some
sections might be enlarged if they are discussed in
the critiques. Bob Hoke noted that a normal 1ssue
of Compass & Tape costs about $175 to print and
mail. He then moved that the Section authorize the
expenditure of up to $400 to print and mail the spe-
cial issue. The motion was seconded and passed.
Scott Schmitz agreed to gather the material and pre-
pare the special issue for printing.

Sketching Workshop: Carol Vesely said that she
and Pat Kambesis will probably run a map sketch-
ing workshop at the 2000 NSS convention. The
workshop will include both a classroom session and
a field exercise, perhaps in the entrance area of
Bowden Cave (which is near the convention sitc).

Surveying Workshop: Bob Thrun suggested that
a basic surveying workshop be held at the 2000
convention, and he volunteered to run it. He may
also use the entrance area at Bowden Cave for the
class. Both he and Carol Vesely noted that they
will need a lot of assistants to help with the work-
shops.

Computer Drafting Workshop: Hazel Barton sug-
gested that a computer drawing class be held at a
future convention. The consensus was that 1t 1$ a
good idea if enough computers and appropriate soft-
ware can be made available and that it is probably
not practical to do it at the 2000 convention. but it
would be good in 2001. Someone noted that many
software companies allow 30-day demos of their
software.

Survey Contest: Roger Bartholomew noted that
there was no survey contest this year because
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