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Mac(iillivray-Freeman wants to assure the NSS that they are very conservation rminded and do not
want 1o injure the caving enviromment. Some of this is part of their news release. In addition, 1 would
like to bring to your attention a notice that was posted on the TAG-Net from Kathy Mackay

"I read with interest (he post in Tag-net #1549 re: Lechuguilla and IMAX T happen to be acquainted
with Kevin Kowalchuk who developed the hghtweight IMAX camera that was used to film Everest
and who was a member of the IMAX tech erew lor the Blming. [ asked him what he knew about the
proposed blm of Lechugmlla. Following is his responge "

"The filming on caves that you're hearing about iz indeed in the works and is being produced by
MacGillivray Freeman Films of Laguna Beach, California Thesc arc the same people that produced
the IMAX Everest film. The owner of the film company is Greg MacGillivray who 1 know personally
as well as almos! every one with m the company, The bottom line. .. Gireg is very environmentally
cautious and I'm sure he will take every possible means to preserve the cave as well get the proper
agreement with cave officials. As so far as lighting gocs, yes a large amount of lighting is needed 1o
film properly but this doesn't necessary mean a huge heat load on the cave environment. This is not
Hollywood filming by any means and the actual time any light are "on" will be typically less than 3
minutes. This 1z due to the fact that an average IMAX film magazine of 500 feet takes approximately
3 minutes to pass through the camera, 5.7 feet of film geds exposed every second. The other issue is
the power requirements necessary to provide the power lor the light and camera system. [ know that
a sealed Lithium power supply has been ordered for the shoot. These batteries are very small, light,
and efficient primary cells. They emit no gases, wastes, or fumes. There the same chemistry that was
usedd om Evorest Fven thongh the power callz are a gnod eslectinn there very cxpensive and they will
using them with caution. As well every foot of IMAX film cost aver 82 a faot to produce. The point
here is that every shot taken will be considered intensely, again mainly because its cost so much to
produce. This will help prevent any damagmyg impact to the cave as well. Greg will have an elite
professional crew working with him under the guidance and dircetion of professional cavers. | myself
am not presently involved with this film yet. | am actually workmg on g project with NASA to film
the comstruction of the space station in 3D I've designed and developed with another gentheman in
Boston a battery and charger system tor the shuttle which I'm finishing up now. | may be asked laters
to get involved with the cave project, That's about all I know at the moment. If any one would like
more information on the film or to express there concerns, just call them. Here i there phone number:
(714} 494-1055. Or E-mail at macgfreeol com You might ask [t Chiris Blum [or starters, Instead of
any one dropping a note to the Carlsbad Caverns National Park superintendent, why nol check with
Gireg MacGillivray himself to find out the filming details first. Filming permits of this nature don't just
get "rubberstamped." They take years of study and planning 1 hope this answers some of the
concerns people have. We all do what is required to prevent any damage to the delicate nature of
caves. BTW . w wve s better prospecnve on the "crew” required, the Everest movie actual film crew
congisted of only 4 people These were David, Robert, Brad, and me as tech support. Approximately
75% of the movie was actually done with only 1wo peoaple and 4 couple of Sherpas carrving loads.
Although there where 20 or so suppornt people at base camp, none were actually on site liv the
tiloming of the chimb. In fact some of the movie shots where done with just David and | the vear
betore. Total crew including Sherpa. .7 exhausted people. I would guess the same may apply in the
caves maybe even more so due (o the nature of the environment. 1t's best to call MFF to ask them "

NSS Convention Division
Carol Tiderman (Chef)
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tngiite i biglood com

Well, 1. 700 repistrants later

Frogress:

The final bills have been received and refunds are nearly fimshed. The staff party date 15 still up in the
air, but will probably be sometime in November Bill Strngfellow 13 working overtime (st work and
home) to get the books in order for a final umover to the BOCG.

Plans:
A full report will be given to the BOG m Califorma durmg the 117/98 meeting. Expect a nearly final
financial report al that time,

Problems:

A few modifications have been made to the registtation software, A keyv item: Once a torm has been
left, for any reason, no changes can be made (o any of the castmg products. Stringfellow has had a
b of mightmares dealing with relunds and having noidea what they are for, Diggmg through two fee
of registration forms to find not only therr initial form but their add-on/subtraction form has been
nothing short of a migraine. The software will now force them to subtract out items with negative
quantiaes, and add newer items on. This should help keep bookkeepmg a lot straighter m the future.

Other mods that the ldaho crew (Go 991) have asked for are also being implemented. T hope to have
all of them m hand well before the meeting.

1999 NSS Convention
Drrvnd W, Bosner (Chaiiman)
1257 W DeMusyer 51

Foose, TR 190409

(M) 93 YL TY
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Mike Hscke (Co-Chumman)
HC 33, Baex 3274
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{:.’.[m'l LEE-0YTH

nukzhockedirmgns

Frogress:

The last mecting of the 1999 NSS Convention Commitiee ways held October 31998 at the Lion's
Clubhouse in Copperton, Utah A record attendance of 31 people showed up for this meeting, partly
due to the wonderful dutch aven lasagna that Hal and Lu Smith provided.

Pegyy Kesner, Treasurer, reported balances of 52282 00 m choecking and $5378.93 1n savings.
Rewstration money 15 staroing {o come in. Credit cards are being mun through the NS5 Office as their
rate couldn't be beat by our bank.

Jim Hathorn, Facilities Charrman, presented the Filer High School contract which has finally been
signed. All major facility contracts are now completed. im has also recruited some new people (see
appendix for complete list). Of greatest news was the [Tigh School has bought a floor covering for the
new gym and they will allow us to hold the banquet there,

Charlie Wilkerson, Social Chamrman, brought samples of the "potato sack” tote bag that will be given
as an carly registration incentive to the lrst 700 pre-registrants. I was decided to have the
Convention logo on one side and “Speleo Spud” on the olber | here will be only two t-shirt designs
one with the Convention logo for all attendees and one with "Speles Spud” for volunteers. Stafl shirts
will be like the artendees only a different color and S1AFF printed on the back. It was suggested that
we hire the proposed carerer for our next mecting to sample their quality and make a final decision, 11
was decided to otfer patches and pins, but only on-site, Charlic will present some designs at the next
meeling

Jeqnifer Dorman, Registration Chamman, reported that we have received a total of 53 registrations so
far She was able to get her computer uppraded and the Registration Software loaded and running
There are still sigmficant problems with the software {see below). Russ Whale has been working wath
lennifer on gethng mare computers and networking. Our request for a computer from Micron was
turned down.

Bnan Hagen, Logstics Chairman, {in absentia) reported that 47 passenger, ar-conditioned buses Tor
the geology leld trip will run about $225 00 per day. Brian has most all of the transportation,
hotel'motel, restaurant, road maps, etc. compled, He will provide this info to Sam to be put on the
wch page

sam Lair, Promotan Chairmen, reporied that the web page s under development and should be up
and runmng soon. John Lyon bas volunteered 1o write the articles Tor the NSS News, He will be
contacting Dave Bunnell for guidelines and deadlines. 'The slide show was a huge success sl Sowanoe
- many peuple said they weren't planning on conung to ldaho untl they saw the slides "Speles Sud"
wis also very well received. He will continue to make appearances throughout the 99 Convention

Ken Storey, Publication Chairman, (in ahsentia) reported that Norma Peacock and Jim Hathorn
worked out a plan for copying the Daily Rag. Ken will act as back up for Norma, Although the
Program Cande docsn'l yet have any matenal, Ken has put together a working style guide
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Tom Kline, (ruide Book Editor, (in ahsentia) reparted that he has sent out roquests for anticles, maps,
and photographs. Several people have either sent in or committed to sendimg in matenal. He has not
gotten any feed back on the Geology Field Tnp — Mike Backe said he would get him the mformation
ASAP.

Hal Smith, Program Chairman, reported that he has been in contact with many of the section chairs
and 15 accumulating data on what will be needed for each. 11al vodeed concern on where the large
seasions will be held. It would be best to have them i the High School with the other sessions The
only room large encugh for this is the gym This means that the Vertical Contest and session will have
to be moved to a building at the fairgrounds

Val Schmidt, Caving Coordinator, reported that cave mapping has been going extremely well, There
should be no problem having enough quality maps for the guide book.

[t was decided to form an Executive Committee. s will consist of the Charman, co-Chairman,
Treasurer, and the following committee chairmen: Registration, Program, Promotion, Social,
Logistics, Facibties, Publicabions, and Cave Coordinator. The function of this committee will be to
make decisions on any disputed matters or matters where there is not time to contact the full
Convention Committee.

Plans:
The next meeting of the 1999 NS5 Convention Committee will be somelime after the first of the year,
most hkely m mid-Jamuary. It will be held in T'win Falls 30 we can sample the food from the catere

Jim Hathorn and s staff will visit the site and take measurcments and inventory of all the facilities
{classrooms, fair buildings, et ). They will use this data to start making room assignment. They will
also send a floor plan of the Fine Arts Theater to Bmuce Bannerman.

A revised vendor packet will be put together and sent out and the menu for the meal plan wall be
selected.

Problems:
We are sull having some major problems with the Regstration Software. Numerous requests have
heen made for changes, but so far only one small update has been receiyved

It was requested that the Registration Software be used for accounting. However, this program is
only onc-sided and cannot be used for moneys paid out. It 1s still necessary to have two different
programs. The program still does not have the ability to generate a report based on the COA

We are finding that we have a number of expenditures that do not have an account code Numetous
requests for codes have been made, but so far none have been sent

Several people have volunieered to help at Convention, but do not want to participate in ANY
activity. Because of this they feel they shouldn't have to pay registration. If required 1o pay, they wAill

nol be helping.

[ 1999 N&S Comvention Staff
il Kosnor Wik Backo
12567 West Debdever Siree (L7335, Lox 1245
e LT EAT LT odse, L H3 T,
0y 3T LY A30-08TR




