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SECTION 7 --- TEXT OF REPEALED AND OBSOLETE ACTS 
 
The acts in this section have been repealed or deleted by the Board of Governors.  They are included in 
the manual for reference only.  Obsolete acts are listed in chronological order by the date they were 
repealed.  Acts specifically marked deleted were removed from the manual because they were obsolete 
without repudiating the action taken when the act was passed. 
 
58-011  Naval Research unknown 

The borrowing of instruments from Naval Research was approved as outlined. 
 
    -016  unknown 

(This act dealt with speleological projects and programs.) 
 
46-032  Cave Information    unknown 

Information on caves, including locations, will be made available to the public except where cave 
conservation, safety, or ownership dictate otherwise. 

 
16-041  Current Expenses    unknown 

A revolving fund of $3,000 will be established to meet current expenses, such money to be 
obtained from unallocated endowment funds and/or other revenues as prescribed by the Board of 
Governors. 

 
25-046  Bonding of Secretary    unknown 

The Office Secretary will be bonded in the amount of $4,000. 
 
26-051  Real Estate     unknown 

The Executive Committee was empowered to continue its search for suitable real estate in 
Washington, DC, or the immediate vicinity. 

 
46-047  Cave Files unknown 

All persons who request loan of material from the Society's cave files will be required to make a 
deposit of $100 to $500.  Such deposit shall be returned when the complete files have been 
returned. 

 
16-079  Treasurer Expenses    unknown 

The Treasurer is authorized a sum not to exceed $400 for bookkeeping expenses. 
 
82-098  Budget      unknown 

The Board will give a sum not to exceed $300 to the Speleo Digest for this year if the Treasury 
has an excess of $300 at the end of this year, and the Treasurer will include an item in the plans 
for the next year's budget for the Speleo Digest and the money will be granted for the purpose of 
the Exchange Program only. 

 
86-100  Cave Information    unknown 

In the interest of cave safety and cave conservation, the NSS will no longer publish cave 
locations, and will do all in its power to prevent and discourage other organizations from 
publishing cave locations. 
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09-109  Long Range Problems    unknown 
A substantial time at each Board meeting should be devoted to discussion of the long-range 
problems of the NSS. 

 
46-111  Commercial Caves    unknown 

The list of commercial caves should be reprinted and brought up to date and revised yearly. 
 
83-126        unknown 

(This act dealt with an information booklet for new members.) 
 
83-174  Membership List    unknown 

The annual membership list will be furnished to only those members who request it and this 
request will be obtained prior to establishing a print order.  Members who request the list after the 
print order has been determined (other than new members) shall be required to pay a fee.  
Recommended amount: $0.50. 

 
81-180  Subscription     unknown 

The subscription rate for the Bulletin for non-members of the Society shall be $6.00 per year. 
 
72-186  Fixed Membership Year    unknown 

A committee was appointed to study the problems involved in the adoption by the Society of a 
fixed membership year and to prepare a workable plan for this purpose for consideration by the 
Board. 

 
50-209  Guadalupe Policy    unknown 

An official NSS Conservation Statement has been established for Carlsbad Caverns-Guadalupe 
Escarpment Wilderness Area, New Mexico. 

 
26-215  Huntsville Headquarters    unknown 

It is the intention of the Board to seriously consider purchasing this property and moving the 
national headquarters to Huntsville, AL. 

 
56-219  Convention Guidebook    unknown 

The size of the Convention Guidebook is to be 8 1/2 x 11 inches. 
 
64-110  Accompaniers     4-10-65 

Grottos are encouraged to have ``Accompaniers'' who are non-NSS members.  Accompaniership 
would last for a limited time, be non-renewable and non-voting, and would entitle the individual 
to take part in Grotto activities.  Accompaniers would not count towards representation in the 
Congress of Grottos. 

 
83-021  Handbook and Bibliography   6-19-71 

It was approved, if raised by proper means, to have the Handbook and Bibliography to seek 
underwriters for both projects. 

 
81-029  Name      9-19-71 

American Caver was approved as the new name for the bulletin. 
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48-031  Rules      6-19-71 
The Vice-President in charge of Grottos and Regional Organizations (now the Chairman of the 
Internal Organizations Committee) is empowered to set up rules for Grottos Congress. 

 
83-081  Occasional Papers    6-19-71 

The Occasional Papers will be made available to members free upon application within a 12 
month period following publication. 

80-114  Session Abstracts    6-19-71 
The News shall, when possible, publish the abstracts of all speleological papers presented at 
symposia sponsored in whole or in part by the NSS. 

 
04-140  Notification     6-19-71 

The agenda of the Board meeting will be sent to the Grottos before the meeting. 
 
09-176  Planning Committee    6-19-71 

A planning committee shall be appointed to formulate desirable Society objectives consistent 
with projected growth of the NSS.  The committee shall stand for three years, reporting at each 
Board meeting during the period.  The final report of the Committee shall constitute a blueprint 
for the future, providing useful data for the Board in making decisions affecting the future of the 
Society. 

 
60-088  Expeditions     3-25-72 

A committee was established to direct and promote the official NSS policies relative to 
exploration expeditions in the name of the Society, under the Research Council. 

 
26-089  Headquarters Location    3-25-72 

The Vice-President for Administration will continue to investigate locations for a suitable 
headquarters and the final decision rests with the Board of Governors. 

 
25-094  Mailing Address    3-25-72 

The NSS should acquire a permanent mailing address for use of non-members and the secretary's 
address will be published and used by the membership.  (Until more permanent arrangements 
could be made, it was agreed to use Don Cournoyer's address, 2318 N. Kenmore St., Arlington, 
VA 22201, as had already been decided by the persons directly involved.) 

 
15-113  Internal Revenue Service   3-25-72 

The Society will adopt the IRS recommendation that the Society retain their account solely with 
the Richmond Director's Office, as our employee and office is located in the State of Virginia. 

 
83-154  Miscellaneous Publications   3-25-72 

A permanent editor for Miscellaneous Publications is established to supervise and oversee the 
various and sundry small publications and to have supervision over the Miscellaneous 
Publications budget. 

 
56-155  Convention Dates    3-25-72 

Future convention chairmen should consider an April date. 
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25-164  NSS Agent     3-25-72 
Donald N. Cournoyer is designated NSS agent in Virginia. 

 
72-047  Life Membership    11-18-72 

The trip fees of C-3 expedition personnel will be applied to Life Membership if the individual so 
chooses at any time prior to refunding that fee. 

 
64-053  Grotto Officers     11-18-72 

The grotto officers shall become standardized and be known as Chairman, Vice-Chairman, 
Secretary, Treasurer, etc. 

 
27-185  Arm Patches     11-18-72 

The Membership Committee will be charged by the office for replacement cost (approximately 
$0.47) of arm patches. 

 
04-206  Timing      11-18-72 

Board meeting agendas shall be sent out on time. 
 
58-235  Extirpation     11-18-72 

The Equipment Committee shall be extirpated and its holdings sold in a Society-wide auction. 
 
56-240  Showers     11-18-72 

The Convention Planning Guide should be amended to instruct the future convention chairmen to 
provide mixed showers as part of the regular facilities. 

 
82-082  Purchase     6-23-73 

The Society will purchase 85 copies of the Speleo Digest at cost for the Exchange Program.  This 
money to be added to that allocated to the Library budget.  Approximate cost to be $1.75 per 
copy. 

 
18-136  Headquarters Fund    6-23-73 

All income from the Headquarters Fund will be reinvested in the Fund. 
 
56-182  Site Rotation     6-23-73 

The convention site will be rotated annually from eastern to central to western sections fo the 
country. 

 
07-073  Endorsements     11-3-73 

All requests for NSS endorsement of books or other published material shall be referred to a 
special committee appointed by the President to review the manuscript or latter copy of the 
specific text for which the endorsement is requested.  This committee shall include members who 
will provide an adequate geographic, scientific, and/or technical and financial review of the 
request. 

 
15-050  Proceeds     3-23-74 

All net proceeds of the Society shall be impounded until the end of the fiscal year and the Finance 
Committee shall then present recommendations for its use. 
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15-066  Discount Income    3-23-74 
Discount income earned by the Society shall be impounded until the end of the fiscal year at 
which time the Board of Governors will decide its disposition. 

 
18-135  Source of Funds     3-23-74 

The Society shall deposit 75% of all money received from the sale of non-current Society 
publications in the Home (Headquarters) Fund and 25% of the Stone (Research) Fund. 

 
27-156  Stone Research Fund    3-23-74 

The Society shall deposit 10% of all profits received from the sale of symbolic devices in the 
Ralph W. Stone Research Fund. 

 
18-161  Headquarters Fund    3-23-74 

The NSF is encouraged to solicit donations to the Headquarters Fund from Society members, 
grottos, and others. 

 
56-170  Guidelines     3-23-74 

A committee will be appointed to prepare a general guideline for NSS Convention preparation 
convenience. 

 
18-184  Headquarters Fund    3-23-74 

The Secretary is instructed to sell, through the office, the large inventory of Saltpetre Caves and 
Virginia History by Burton Faust that was contributed by Mrs. Faust and the proceeds of these 
sales will be earmarked solely for the Headquarters Fund. 

 
25-042  Petty Cash Fund    6-23-75 

The Secretary-Treasurer will replenish the Petty Cash Fund for the office in increments of $100.  
The office will forward an accounting of the Petty Cash Account to the Secretary-Treasurer 
which will be the authorization for the Secretary-Treasurer to replenish this account. 

 
56-273  Impact Statement    6-27-75 

All convention bids are to include a statement analyzing the expected environmental and other 
impact of the convention and associated activities upon the community and caves of the 
convention area and detailing mitigating measures to be carried out. 

 
83-249  Special Publications    6-27-75 

The special Publications Committee is established in the Executive Vice President's Department.  
It is directed to publish a series, called Cavers Handbooks, as described in policy 83-142. 

 
28-157  Endorsement     10-11-75 

The Chairman of the Membership Committee will enforce the present policy of one endorsement. 
 It is recommended that the Chairman appoint a sub-committee to handle unendorsed 
applications, a member of the sub-committee to contact the applicant, either through caving trips, 
meetings, or correspondence.  It will be the committee member's responsibility to endorse the 
application. 

 
28-169  Unsigned Applications    10-11-75 

The NSS has a standing policy of accepting applications for membership from nationals and 
residents of foreign countries without endorsement. 
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17-201  Cave Acquisition    7-2-76 
The NSF is requested to consider the establishment of a vigorous program of carefully planned 
cave preserve acquisition. 

 
11-285  Travel Fund Established    7-2-76 

A fund called the BOG Travel Fund is established.  At present, the BOG Travel Fund shall be 
acquired by fund-raising campaigns.  This fund shall be administered by the Secretary-Treasurer 
of the Society in conjunction with a permanent Travel Fund Committee along the following 
guidelines: 
a. Any board member may use up to one-sixteenth of the total amount in the fund for any 
current year not to exceed the actual travel costs incurred in attending official Executive 
Committee and Board meetings. 
b. A board member shall not be compelled to use his share of the fund and any unused amount 
at the end of the year will be carried over and added to the next year's revenue. 
c. The Secretary-Treasurer shall announce the amount of money available for the use by board 
members for the ensuing year at the last board meeting of convention. 
d. A year shall be defined as the National Speleological Society fiscal year. 
This program shall be tried for a period of five years.  If at that time it is felt that this program is 
either unfeasible and/or unfundable it will be terminated and any remaining funds turned over to a 
fund to be decided upon by the Board of Governors at that time. 

 
91-003  Accident Prevention    8-5-77 

The Cave Techniques and Safety Committee is instructed to prepare and distribute to Grottos and 
members specific instructions on preventing accidents, and Grottos are instructed to have their 
own safety committees. 

 
91-160  Rescue Telephone Number   8-5-77 

The Executive Committee should consider the feasibility of establishing a single, nationwide 
telephone number for cave rescues, preferably in the Washington DC, area to be answered 24 
hours a day. 

 
83-243  Mineral Guide     8-5-77 

The NSS will proceed with the publication of Carol Hill's Field Guide to Cave Minerals, all 
proceeds from sale of the book to accrue to the NSS. 

 
83-259  Cave Minerals Book    8-5-77 

The book, Cave Minerals, shall be available for retail sale only through the NSS bookstore at a 
price to be set by the Executive Committee. 

 
64-027  Chartering     11-5-77 

The Chairman of the Internal Organizations Committee is authorized to charter new grottos.  
When an application for grotto status is received from an area in which an established grotto is 
already active, the established grotto will be notified by the Chairman of the Internal 
Organizations Committee of the pending application and be given an opportunity to express its 
opinion on the application before action is taken. 
 

64-188  Surveys      11-5-77 
Surveys, like regular Grottos and Sections, shall have the same requirements for membership as 
stated in the Internal Organizations Policy. 

 
64-254  Multiple Grotto Chartering   11-5-77 
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An official policy on multiple grotto chartering in the same geographical area is adopted. 
 
76-298  Museum Collections    11-5-77 

The NSS Museum of Speleological Equipment and Memorabilia should include only those items 
as implied in the museum's name, which would specifically exclude geological, biological, and 
archaeological items. 

 
28-107  Back Dues     3-18-78 

Members who pay their back dues in order to maintain their old membership number also receive 
back publications if in print. 

 
72-001  Life Membership    3-18-78 

In all cases of death of a Life Member of the NSS where such Life Membership has been in force 
for a period of less than five years, the Board of Governors may, at its discretion, transfer such 
Life Membership to another member of the family of the deceased who has previously evidenced 
interest in the science of Speleology. 

 
72-034  Associate Membership    3-18-78 

Associate memberships shall be classified as regular memberships after a period of one year 
except those of members under 17 years of age or unless the continuation of associate 
membership is specifically approved by the Membership Committee. 

 
72-058   

When a member changes from sustaining to regular membership all dues applicable to life 
membership will continue to be credited to life membership. 

 
16-271  Revolving Funds    10-21-78 

The following Revolving Funds are established under the control of the indicated agent: 
Non-NSS Publications R.F.--Administrative Vice-President 
Symbolic Devices R.F.--Administrative Vice-President 
Caving Information Series R.F.--C.I.S. Editor 
Speleo Digest R.F.--Executive Vice President 
Income to the Society from the above revolving funds will be specified in each annual budget. 

 
18-313  Special Publications Fund   10-21-78 

A Special Publications Fund is established under the jurisdiction of the Executive Vice President. 
 The purpose of this fund is to provide production capital for Society publications as designated 
by the Board of Governors, exclusive of the NSS News, NSS Bulletin, The Speleo Digest, and 
other regular Society publications.  Fifty percent of the receipts from the sale of Cave Minerals 
and other publications designated by the Executive Committee will be deposited in this fund. 

 
07-112  D.C. Heath and Co.    3-24-79 

The President is authorized to enter into contractual agreement with D.C. Heath and Co. 
concerning the proposed series of paper backs dealing with Speleology. 
 

07-229  Book Sponsorship    3-24-79 
The NSS will sponsor the book Introduction to Caving for Stackpole Books. 
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50-257  Cave Conservation Year    3-24-79 
1974 shall be designated Cave Conservation Year, and Internal Organizations and members are 
urged to carry out appropriate activities in support thereof including: programs to increase the 
conservation awareness of the membership; clean-up and restoration of caves to a natural 
condition; encouragement of good cave conservation practice among other segments of American 
society, including other caving and conservation organizations, non-affiliated cavers, and cave 
visitors, and agencies of all levels of government.  It is further urged that the International Union 
of Speleology proclaim 1974 to be International Cave Conservation Year, and the speleological 
and caving societies in all nations should fully participate. 

 
60-015  Speleological Aims    3-24-79 

The Board of Governors should develop a series of programs of the most urgent speleological 
aims of the Society, such programs to be sent to the Grottos with the request that several Grottos 
coordinate all their efforts toward selected projects. 

 
60-191  Weekend Trips     3-24-79 

The Program and Activities Committee will promote weekend trips annually in those areas of the 
country not now having similar trips run by a region or the Society itself. 

 
81-007  Budget      3-24-79 

No Bulletin will be published until the money is on hand to pay for it. 
 
83-143  Manual for Beginners    3-24-79 

The booklet So You Want to go Caving--Manual for Beginners, by Terry Tarkington and others, 
will be made available to Grottos for distribution through them.  The Secretary is directed NOT to 
distribute it to new members. 

 
83-297  Publication for Non-NSS Members  3-24-79 

The NSS will develop a publication called ``CAVING'' directed to non-NSS Member cavers.  
CAVING will be published bi-monthly under the Membership Committee.  The publication will 
be financed by fees for bulk mailing, subscriptions, and advertising. 

 
18-087  Fund for Cave Preservation   11-17-79 

The Conservation Committee should study the recommended policy and procedure for 
establishment of a fund for cave preservation of the following nature:  (1) Financial support to be 
obtained from Society or public contributions or private foundation sources.  (2) Monies only to 
be used for cave preservation or to support work clearly related to cave preservation.  (3) The 
fund will not be used for other general Society purposes.  (4) Monies will be expended by action 
of the Board on recommendation of the Conservation Committee. 

 
18-196  Save-the-Caves Fund    11-17-79 

A Save-the-Caves Fund is established along with a Fund Raising Committee for it. 
 
50-224  Cave Preservation    11-17-79 

The NSS should seek to preserve caves and their natural contents by means including purchase, 
lease or easement by the NSS, Inc., or by internal organizations or government gencies or other 
like-minded organizations.  Contributions will be sought for a Save-the-Caves Fund in order to 
implement this policy and to support other cave conservation. 

 



 
Page 7.9 
04-15-08 

43-013  Certificate of Merit    11-17-79 
A Certificate of Merit would not exclude Honorary Membership at some later date.  The Society 
will limit the number of Certificates of Merit so that no more are given to scientists in the Society 
than are given to non-scientists. 

 
91-308  Rescue Commission    11-17-79 

The National Cave Rescue Commission is established in the department of the Executive Vice-
President.  A National Cave Rescue Coordinator, appointed by the President, will assemble and 
direct the commission in order to prompt competence and cooperation among Society members, 
organizations, and related agencies in the field of cave rescue.  In addition, the commission is 
charged with the following responsibilities:  (1) To research and develop minimum standards for 
those members or organizations wishing to associate with the Society as a ``Cave Rescue 
Resource''.  (2) To develop with all proposed NSS Expeditions, Field Trips, Projects, and other 
large-scale activities a plan of contingencies regarding rescue and life safety for review prior to 
Society approval or sanction.  For long term NSS activities, annual review of the contingency 
plans may be required by the Commission.  (3) To research and develop a national standard 
curriculum in cave rescue operations and systems for the Society and its membership.  All 
programs developed will adhere, as much as possible, to already established national standards on 
public safety.  (4) To act as official spokesman for the Society regarding cave rescue policy and 
operations within the United States. 

 
08-062  Thirty Day Notice    11-17-79 

The board agreed on the legality of using the agenda for Board Meetings as meeting the 
requirement of submitting bylaw changes in writing 30 days in advance of their final 
consideration. 

 
16-233  Reserve Fund     11-17-79 

The Reserve Fund should have a set ceiling of 20% of each annual budget and the Treasurer is 
authorized to transfer surplus funds to adjust the Reserve Fund to this level. 

 
07-323  Cave Gating Handbook    11-17-79 

The President of the Society, upon the advice of the Conservation Committee, shall negotiate 
with Speleobooks for publication of a new edition, or reprinting of the current edition, of the 
Cave Gating Handbook, and the President is authorized to enter into a contract for same.  The 
NSS Bookstore shall offer this book for sale. 

 
43-344  Fellows      3-15-80 

The Board of Governors designates all past and future recipients of the Honorary membership, 
Outstanding Service Award, or a Certificate of Merit as Fellows of the Society. 

 
43-095  Research Grant     3-15-80 

An Award to be called the National Speleological Society Research Grant is authorized to be 
awarded each year at the annual convention by the President of the NSS, Inc., to a graduate 
student preparing a thesis on a speleological subject.  The amount of the grant will be $250.  The 
only obligation required of the recipient will be that credit be given to the Society when the work 
is published.  The recipient will be selected by a group of at least three persons appointed by the 
Chairman of the Awards Committee.  Such persons shall be members of the NSS, Inc., and be 
known to be professionally active in speleological research, but need not be regular members of 
the Awards Committee.  The selection group should include both biological and physical 
scientists. 

43-272  Ralph W. Stone Award    3-15-80 
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The Ralph W. Stone Research Award is $500 per year. 
 
43-338  Spelean History Award    3-15-80 

The NSS shall establish the Peter M. Hauer Spelean History Award.  Administered by the NSS 
Awards Committee, this would be a cash award given annually at the NSS Convention to a 
worthy recipient engaged in outstanding spelean history research.  The amount of the award shall 
be determined by the Awards Committee and shall not exceed the interest received on present and 
future funds contributed. 

 
18-148  Mitchell Fund     3-15-80 

The Mitchell Fund was established to encourage research by younger members by presenting an 
annual ``James G. Mitchell Award'' for the outstanding paper presented at each annual convention 
by a person age 25 or younger.  Selection to be made by the Awards Committee. 

 
26-306  Knox Cave     3-15-80 (deleted) 

The President and the Secretary-Treasurer of the NSS are authorized to accept with thanks the 
offer of the donation of Knox Cave, subject to Board acceptance of a plan to resolve the question 
of liability. 

 
65-311  Donation     3-15-80 (deleted) 

The National Speleological Society donates $100 from budgeted 1975-76 surplus to the 
committee preparing for the 1977 International Congress of Speleology. 

 
80-357  NEWS Editor     3-15-80 (deleted) 

For the 18-month period from November 1, 1978, to April 30, 1980, the Editor of the NSS 
NEWS shall receive a salary not to exceed $8,000 per year. 

 
40-251  Recycled Paper     11-22-80 

The Editors, the Office Manager, and all other NSS workers negotiating with printers and paper 
suppliers shall ask first for paper that has been recycled and that is recyclable. 

 
07-252  Endorsement     3-21-81 (deleted) 

The NSS endorses the book Amateur's Guide to Caves and Caving, by David McClurg. 
 
50-250  State of Alabama    11-21-81 (deleted) 

The President of the NSS is authorized to make recommendations, on behalf of the Society, for 
membership on the proposed State Speleological Committee of Alabama. 

 
72-070  Armed Services Personnel   11-21-81 

The Society policy for free membership to armed service personnel was rescinded. 
 
46-025  Data Repositories    3-20-82 

The idea of regional duplicate repositories is approved in principle.  Appropriate action should be 
taken toward the establishment of such repositories in the areas in which the Board, upon request 
being made in such areas, feels such establishment justified.  The rapid exchange of data between 
the regional and national repositories should be provided for, contingent upon copies of all data 
being supplied to the National Society. 
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65-353  Subscriptions     3-20-82 
$100 from unallocated surplus may be spent by the International Secretary for subscriptions to 
selected international speleological journals to be screened by the translation sub-committee.  
Summaries of important articles shall be published in the NSS NEWS or other NSS or IO 
publications.  Upon completion of review, the journals shall be sent to the NSS Library, where 
they will be available for circulation. 

 
07-303  American Caving Accidents   3-20-82 (deleted) 

The President is authorized to enter into a contract with Speleobooks for annual publication of 
American Caving Accidents. 

 
07-305  Cave Gating Handbook    3-20-82 (deleted) 

The President is authorized to sign a contract with Speleobooks to publish the Cave Gating 
Handbook at their financial risk. 

 
07-371  Cave Gating Handbook Reprint   3-20-82 (deleted) 

The Executive Vice-President is authorized to spend up to $2,000 to publish a revised edition or 
reprint of the Cave Gating Handbook.  The NSS Bookstore shall offer this book for sale. 

 
18-325  Dues Maintenance Fund    3-20-82 

A Dues Maintenance Fund is hereby established.  The purpose of this fund is to postpone the date 
at which the next dues increase becomes necessary, and the fund is to be managed accordingly.  
Seventy-five percent of surplus at the end of this and each subsequent fiscal year until May 1, 
1982 shall be credited to the Dues Maintenance Fund.  Thereafter, income from the Dues 
Maintenance Fund may be included in proposed annual budgets until the fund is exhausted. 

 
80-227  Meeting Abstracts    7-2-82 

Abstracts of all papers presented to the NSS annual convention and in the NSS co-sponsored 
sessions at the annual AAAS meetings shall be made available to the membership as soon as 
possible following these meetings.  Abstracts of all papers of quality and those in the scientific 
sessions are to be published in a form suitable for permanent reference.  Authors should be 
encouraged to put their papers in written form, complete with diagrams, graphs, and illustrations 
and submit them to the appropriate NSS publication. 

 
18-269  Ralph W. Stone Research Fund   7-2-82 (deleted) 

Each annual budget shall include at least $1,000 to be added to the Ralph W. Stone Research 
Fund until capital is sufficient to provide annual awards of $500. 

 
26-212  Cave Property     3-12-83 

The McFail's Cave and Shelta Cave Managing Committee are permanent committees under the 
Secretary-Treasurer. 

 
25-002  Advertising Inserts    3-12-83 

No advertising inserts will be enclosed with any mail of the Society. 
 
18-057  Building Fund     3-12-83 (deleted) 

The Board authorized the establishment of a Building Fund effective immediately to obtain funds 
for a Society headquarters building. 
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25-223  Business Office     3-12-83 (deleted) 
Those involved with the recently purchased Huntsville property are urged to give greatest priority 
to the establishment of an efficient business office for the improvement of member services. 

 
56-151  Convention Guidebook    03-12-83 

A standard format will be established for convention guidebooks and Society funds will be 
provided to purchase a quantity for sale through the Society Office. 

 
79-359  Popular Appeal Recognition   3-12-83 

Pursuant to the overwhelming vote of the 1976 Congress of Grottos (Item 4.0 of the COG 
Report), the Photo Salon Committee is requested to develop a separate recognition for the salon 
entry or entries with the most ``popular appeal'', possibly to be ascertained by a ballot stub. 

 
16-056  Postage      7-1-83 

Officer's accounts will be charged for all postage obtained from the Society's office. 
 
43-166  Fellowship     2-25-84 

The Awards Committee is authorized to nominate for fellowship as many members as it deems 
proper until the number of Fellows reaches 10% of the total membership of the Society.  (See 
Bylaw I.D.) 

 
81-128  Honorarium     2-25-84 

The honorarium to be paid to the primary editor of the Bulletin shall be $1,000 annually. 
 
91-331  Caver Training Committee   2-25-84 

The name of the Caver Training Commission is changed to the Caver Training Committee. 
(Committee eliminated) 

 
91-332  Caver Training Manual    2-25-84 (deleted) 

The Caver Training Committee shall have the responsibility for preparing and editing a 
manuscript for a Caver Training Manual.  Publication of the manual shall be arranged by the 
Special Publications Committee only after approval and authorization by the Board. 

 
01-055  Term of Office     2-25-84 (deleted) 

It is the opinion of the Board that officers, especially the President, not serve more than three 
consecutive years unless deemed advisable for the best interests of the Society. 

 
82-669  Speleo Digest Inventory    6-29-84 

The Speleo Digest inventory level shall be an amount not to exceed $35,000. 
 
26-372  Charlie Owl Cave    10-20-84 

The Executive Committee is authorized to enter into an agreement with the Nature Conservancy 
for the NSS to manage Charlie Owl Cave (Adair County, Oklahoma).  This agreement may 
contain provisions which allow transfer of title to the property to the NSS at some future date. 
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58-187  Fees      10-20-84 
The NSS Equipment Chairman is authorized to set fees on the various equipment owned by the 
NSS.  The specific fees will be agreed to by the Executive Committee.  These fees will be used, 
as money is available, to repair present equipment and purchase new equipment. 

 
03-008  Attendance     3-23-85 

The Board approves dropping from the Board any member who fails to attend meetings or to 
name a proxy and send written instructions. (See Bylaw IV A (1) (d)) 

 
03-132  Number of Meetings    3-23-85 

There will be more than two Board meetings per year. 
 
91-322  Rating Cavers     6-24-85 

The Safety and Techniques Committee shall prepare for Board action, in summary form, a list of 
minimum standards for safe caving, which can be provided by the Federal Liaison Committee to 
those requesting such information. 

 
50-216  Returnable Bottles    10-26-85 

In order to encourage the return of returnable bottles, NSS members are encouraged to stop 
buying beverages in cans and non-returnable bottles. 

 
26-373  NSS Office Addition    3-15-86 (deleted) 

The Board of Governors approves the concept of an addition to the existing office building in 
Huntsville, Alabama, a design competition for the addition, and a fund raising drive for the 
purpose. 

 
17-134  Agreements     6-27-86 

The ``Endowment Fund Agreement'' and ``Ralph W. Stone Research Fund Agreement'' will be 
considered the governing agreements between the Society and the Foundation with regard to the 
funds transferred to the Foundation by action of the Board of Governors on 6-17-64. 

 
28-420  Reduced Membership Dues   6-27-86 

Beginning immediately a $10.00 discount will be offered to each renewing Regular Member who 
brings into the NSS two new members who pay the Regular rate.  A $5.00 discount will be 
offered to a renewing Regular Member who brings into the NSS one new member who pays the 
Regular rate.  The application form(s) of new members must accompany the renewal form of the 
renewing Regular Member for the offer to apply.  The Administrative Vice President will work 
with the Membership Committee to insure extensive publicity for this offer, and with the Office 
to develop necessary procedures.  This offer shall not extend past April, 1985, unless specifically 
renewed by the BOG. 

 
64-150  Grotto Officers     6-27-86 

All officers and committee chairmen of Society Grottos (Chapters) must be Society members in 
good standing. 

 
80-399  Foreign Airmail Surcharge   3-27-86 

Members living outside the United States will be given the option of airmail delivery of their 
News and Bulletin.  The annual airmail postage surcharge will be $25 for the News only and $40 
for the News and the Bulletin. 

 
57-234  Educational Opportunities   3-25-72 (deleted) 
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The NSS shall compile information on course and curriculum opportunities in U.S. Colleges. 
 
28-333  NSS Section Information   11-11-89 

The NSS membership application form will include means by which a new member may request 
information from NSS Sections.  The NSS Office will forward such requests to the appropriate 
officer of the NSS Sections. 

 
28-441  NSS Section Advertising   11-11-89 

In order to be listed in the membership brochure, all NSS sections shall provide the NSS office 
with camera ready copy or printed brochures, suitable to be handed out, answering general 
questions about the section and the section's field of interest.  (See Act 28-333) 

 
83-390  History of the Society    7-5-91 (deleted) 

A committee is established in the Executive Vice-President's Department to arrange for an official 
publication on the history of the first fifty years of the NSS to be published in 1991.  For this 
purpose the Board of Governors authorizes free use of all NSS copyrighted materials, including, 
but not limited to, the Board of Governors Manual and the Members Manual.  The Board 
authorizes duplication in the history of copyrighted materials, in whole or in part, where 
appropriate, with the proviso that such duplicated material be appropriately identified.  The 
copyright on the publication will be assigned to the Society. 

 
18-453  Trout Cave Gate Fund    4-4-92 (deleted) 

The Trout Cave Gate Fund is established to provide funds for the design, construction, and 
installation of a suitable gate at Trout cave.  The Fund Raising Committee shall coordinate fund 
raising for this purpose. 

 
25-225  NSS Employees     4-4-92 (deleted) 

The Board of Governors shall refuse consideration of the creation of any paid or salaried 
positions having a salary exceeding $1,000 annually with the NSS until a complete job 
description is provided plus details of exactly how the salary and expenses will be funded, both 
short and long term.  All of this information must be in the hands of all Board Members in writing 
at least 30 days before it is voted upon. 

 
50-108  Cave Registers     4-4-92 

A program of uniform cave registers is favored.  A standardized form will be developed by the 
Internal Organizations Committee, working with the Computer Applications Section and the 
Social Sciences Section, and made available for distribution by the Office to Internal 
Organizations, Conservation Task Forces, Conservancies, government agencies, and individual 
NSS members.  The Office will require that a copy of completed forms be returned to it.  The 
names and addresses of unaffiliated cavers who sign the forms will be added to the mailing list to 
receive membership applications. 

 
56-459  Congress of Grottos Facilities   11-7-92 

Convention Committees are directed to provide auditorium-type facilities, seating 200+, for the 
use of the Congress of Grottos meeting. 

 
01-404  Presidential Advisory Committee  11-7-92 

The Presidential Advisory Committee is established in the Department of the President.  The 
Committee will consist of all living past presidents of the Society and will choose its own 
chairman.  The Committee will be advisory in nature and will have no direct management 
authority, will advise the President on request, will study and make recommendations on 



 
Page 7.15 
04-15-08 

problems referred to it by the President or the Board of Governors, and may initiate studies or 
recommendations on its own volition. 

 
83-485  Electronic Bulletin Board   4-17-93 

The NSS Electronic Bulletin Board Committee is established in the Department of the Executive 
Vice-President. 

 
16-471  Errors Insurance    4-17-93 

The members of the Executive Committee are authorized to purchase errors insurance either 
under a collective policy or through individual personal insurance policies.  By majority vote the 
Executive Committee may provide errors insurance for specific committee chairmen.  The total 
cost of errors insurance shall be subject to the fiscal limitations of the approved NSS operating 
budget. 

 
81-407  NSS Bulletin Advisory Board   6-24-94 

The NSS Bulletin Advisory Board is established in the Department of the Executive Vice-
President.  The Bulletin Advisory Board is responsible for advising the Executive Vice-President 
on issues concerning NSS Bulletin policies and operations.  The Bulletin Advisory Board will 
review the performance of the current Bulletin Editor prior to the renewal of his contract.  The 
Bulletin Advisory Board will maintain a list of candidates interested in becoming Bulletin editor 
should the position become vacant.  The Bulletin Advisory Board will solicit potential interest in 
the editorship by publishing a suitable announcement in the NSS News each year.  The Bulletin 
Advisory Board will evaluate the qualifications of potential editors and provide its 
recommendation to the Executive Vice-President. 

 
56-217  Planning Guide     10-15-94 

The Convention Planning Guide will state that:  (1) All convention facilities (headquarters, 
meeting rooms, camping areas, motels, dormitories) should be located within easy walking 
distance of each other or, at most, a short drive (under two miles) with good parking areas at each 
end, and (2) Convention field trips and convention sessions/meetings should be headquartered in 
the same location. 

 
83-175  Caving Information Series   10-15-94 

An editorial board will be established to make available separate booklets on specific topics 
related to caves, which are inexpensive, treat only one subject, are disposable without great loss 
in maintaining either a "series" or in money, but which provide the detailed information cavers 
and grottos or cave owners can use.  These should be the sort of thing which cost from 104 to $1 
and which can be continually offered for sale by the office.  It would be satisfactory if they were 
just mimeographed. 

 
25-101  Office Manager     3-18-95 

The position of Office Manager is established in the Department of the Administrative Vice-
President.  The Office Manager shall be responsible for supervision of the office employees.  The 
Office Manager shall be responsible for the overall operation of the NSS Office and other 
functions housed in the office building and shall have such other duties as may be assigned by the 
Administrative Vice-President. 
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43-377  Conservation Award - Plaque   3-18-95 
A plaque shall be hung at the NSS Office, on which shall be inscribed the names of the Internal 
Organizations that receive the Conservation Award each year.  The recipient internal organization 
shall receive an award certificate. 

 
68-497  Historical Librarian    7-21-95 

The position of Historical Librarian is created. The Historical Librarian shall be responsible for 
the maintenance, care and cataloging of existing printed or published historical materials as well 
as the acquisition of significant printed or published material that may become available. 

 
15-518  Payroll Checking Account   10-21-95 

The Secretary-Treasurer is authorized to establish a payroll checking account.  Those authorized 
to disburse funds from this account shall be the NSS Office Manager, the NSS Secretary-
Treasurer and the NSS President. 

 
28-468  Dues for Life Members    10-21-95 

For any dues increase made after January 1, 1988, the dues for Life Members automatically will 
be set at eighteen times the Regular Member dues, rounded to the nearest $25.00 

 
56-384  Abstracts     3-16-96 

Abstracts of papers given at each annual convention shall be published as a not-more-than eight 
page supplement to the NSS BULLETIN in accordance with the following instructions: 
The supplement shall be included in the earliest available issue of the BULLETIN; it shall be 
prepared separately as typed copy ready for photo-reproduction, and shall be separately titled.  
The BULLETIN editor shall have no responsibility for the preparation of the supplement; 
consecutive issues of the supplement shall use a consistent title and format; and the abstracts shall 
be arranged by convention session and alphabetically by authors within a session. 
The Convention Abstracts Committee is created in the Executive Vice-President's Department 
and the Executive Vice-President shall designate a person to implement the preparation of the 
abstracts supplement for publication.  The cost of preparation and the incremental cost of printing 
and distribution as a BULLETIN supplement shall be included in the Executive Vice-President's 
budget 
 

83-409  CIS Reproduction    3-16-96 
The Executive Vice President may authorize reproduction of Caving Information Series issues by 
NSS organizations for noncommercial purposes. 

 
01-090  Vice-Presidents     3-16-96 

It is the consensus of the Reorganizing Committee that the number of Vice-Presidents shall be 
two, namely, Executive Vice-President and Administrative Vice-President.  It is further 
recommended that the permanent committees shall be the responsibility of each officer. 

 
15-543  Bonding of the Treasurer   3-16-96 

The Treasurer shall be bonded for $50,000 per occurrence. 
 
01-044  Line of Succession    3-16-96 

In the absence of the President, the Vice-Presidents in order of seniority of appointment to office 
shall succeed the President.  (see Bylaw IV.E (1)) 
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05-078  Style and Format    3-16-96 
Minutes of meetings of the Board of Governors will be standardized to the style and format of the 
meeting of the Board of Governors, March 12, 1983. 

 
05-436  Minutes of Closed Meetings   3-16-96 

Minutes of closed meetings of the Board and the Directorate shall be included within the Board 
minutes in chronological order and shall report all motions and votes except those held in 
Committee of the Whole. 

 
10-294  Violation of Laws    3-16-96 

The NSS reaffirms that violations of cave protection laws or regulations is conduct detrimental to 
the Society and members convicted thereof are subject to expulsion under Bylaw XI.A.(4). 

 
15-063  Fiscal Year     3-16-96 

The fiscal year commences May 1. 
 
16-091  Purchase Negotiations    3-16-96 

In pursuit of better business practice, the NSS will negotiate all purchases for goods and/or 
services by written confirmation when said expenditures exceed $100 per year. 

 
17-119  Creation of Foundation    3-16-96 

The Trustees are authorized to create a Foundation to insure that the Trust Funds are always to be 
used for the purpose for which they were intended. 

 
18-122  Contingency Fund    3-16-96 

A Contingency Fund of $1000 shall be established to be distributed by the President, acting with 
the unanimous concurrence of the full Executive Committee, to cover necessary unanticipated 
expenditures of an emergency nature. 

 
18-521  General Restricted Fund    3-16-96 

The funds contained in the "General" restricted fund are transferred to the unrestricted Current 
Operating Fund, and the "General" restricted fund is eliminated. 

 
18-522  History Restricted Fund     3-16-96 

The funds in the "History" restricted fund are transferred to the current "Archivist" operating 
budget, and the "History" restricted fund is eliminated. 

 
18-533  50th Anniversary A/V Program Restricted Fund 3-16-96 

The funds contained in the NSS "50th Anniversary A/V Program" restricted fund are transferred 
to the A/V Library restricted fund and the "50th Anniversary A/V Program restricted fund is 
eliminated 

 
18-549  Durham Cave Preserve Fund   3-16-96 

The Durham Cave Preserve Fund is established as an NSS Restricted Fund.  The purpose of this 
fund is to hold donations made for the Durham Cave property located in Pennsylvania which may 
be donated to the NSS in the future.  If it is determined this porpoerty will not be donated to the 
NSS, all donations which have been made to the Durham Cave Preserve Fund will be returned to 
the donors.  The Secretary-Treasurer shall keep records of the donations to facilitate their possible 
return. 

 
18-550  Roppel Cave Fund    3-16-96 
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Those funds remaining in the Roppel Cave Fund after donations are returned to the donors shall 
be transferred to the NSS Cave Acquisition Restricted Fund. 

 
25-024  Official Correspondence    3-16-96 

All official written material issued by the NSS will carry the word "Incorporated" or an 
equivalent, the Legal Committee to determine the exact form to use. 

 
25-149  Membership Advantages   3-16-96 

Prices for subscriptions and publications available from the NSS office will be revised to favor 
members over non-members in a more noticeable manner. 

 
26-222  Huntsville Headquarters    3-16-96 

Resolutions concerning the purchase of the office building in Huntsville, Alabama are 
summarized in Appendix O. (Appendix O is now appended to Section 7, as part of the deleted 
Acts.) 

 
26-248  Shelta East     3-16-96 

The NSS should negotiate to buy the property east of Shelta, which contains a portion of the east 
entrance to Shelta Cave, the purchase to be made using the remaining funds in the Shelta Cave 
Fund plus funds from surplus.  Following purchase, the Society will arrange a subdivision of the 
lot and resell the land not needed, retaining a portion of the lot containing the Shelta entrance and 
the mineral rights to the property. 

 
26-256  Cave Leases     3-16-96 

The President and the Secretary-Treasurer of the Society are authorized to enter into, in the name 
of the Society, a cave lease agreement with private cave owners. 

 
26-362  McFail's Property Addition   3-16-96 

The NSS shall purchase one acre of land surrounding the recently discovered entrance to McFail's 
Cave for $200 plus transfer fees.  The money is to come from the Save-the-Caves Fund. 

 
26-408  Surplus Federal Caves    3-16-96 

The Executive Committee is authorized to request the transfer of title to the NSS of caves owned 
by the Federal Government as a last resort in preserving them where such action is appropriate.  
Final acceptance of title by the NSS shall be subject to the Board of Governor's approval 

 
26-474  John Guilday Cave Preserve Management Plan 3-16-96 

The Secretary-Treasurer, working with the Cave Ownership and Management Committee and the 
John Guilday Cave Preserve Management Committee is responsible for determining the specific 
methods for implementing the approved John Guilday Cave Preserve Management Plan. 

 
26-500  Shelta Woods Property Donation  3-16-96 

The NSS accepts the donation of a 100' x 150' parcel of land in Shelta woods, Link Avenue, 
Huntsville, Alabama 
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26-506  Schoharie Caverns Property Donation  3-16-96 
The President is authorized to accept on behalf of the NSS, the donation of Schoharie Caverns 
and associated property in Schoharie County, New York, as offered by Mary Gage. Management 
of this property will be provided by the Barton Hill Karst Preserve Committee. 

 
26-516  Transfer from the Secretary Treasurer to the President 3-16-96 

The Cave Ownership and Management Committee and all subsidiary cave preserve committees 
are transferred from the Department of the Secretary-Treasurer to the Department of the 
President. 

 
26-568  Purchase of the Smith Property   3-16-96 

The President is authorized to: 
1)  Contract for various services required to determine if the Smith property, located adjacent to 
and north of the NSS Office in Huntsville, Alabama, is a suitable site to construct a NSS building 
and the environmental impact of a building is acceptable.  The total costs of such services shall 
not exceed $5,000.00. 2)  Purchase the Smith property at a price not to exceed $75,000.00, 
including all settlement costs, and sign all required legal documents associated with the purchase. 
3)  Enter into a mortgage agreement at no more than the prevailing interest rate to fund the 
purchase.  The current NSS property and the Smith property may be used as collateral.  The 
mortgage term shall be no less than ten years and the mortgage shall allow prepayment without 
penalty.  
The Secretary-Treasurer is authorized to: 
1)  Withdraw funds from the NSF Headquarters Fund for the above purposes. 2)  Use NSS 
General Funds for a downpayment on the property not to exceed $20,000.00. 3)  Seek donations 
to fund the above purposes and pay off the mortgage.  In the event that donations are not 
sufficient to meet mortgage payments, money from the NSS Headquarters or General Fund shall 
be used. 

 
27-069  Office Sales     3-16-96 

The national office is authorized the sale of all symbolic devices of the Society. 
 
28-071  Membership Drop    3-16-96 

Members of the Society who fail to pay dues or other debts to the Society within one month of 
rendering bills or upon expiration of their membership, whichever is later, shall be dropped from 
membership. 

 
28-127  Inquiries Referral    3-16-96 

Membership inquiries received by the Society will continue to be referred to appropriate  local 
members as directed by the Administrative Vice-President. 

 



 
Page 7.20 
04-15-08 

40-385  Communication with Government Agencies 3-16-96 
Anyone who uses NSS letterhead when communicating with government agencies is requested to 
send copies to the appropriate officers. 

 
40-499  Presidential Advisory Committee  3-16-96 

The Presidential Advisory Committee is dissolved. 
 
43-469  Outstanding Service Award   3-16-96 

The Outstanding Service Award is renamed the William J. Stephenson Award for Outstanding 
Service. 

 
46-036  Cave Surveys     3-16-96 

The grottos are encouraged to conduct cave surveys in their areas and provide complete reports of 
their findings, including maps, pictures, and completed report forms to the National Headquarters. 
 The National Vice President for Research [now Research Advisory Committee] shall take 
whatever action is necessary to encourage grottos to conduct comprehensive cave surveys in their 
particular states, to cooperate with the grottos on scientific problems, and to encourage the use of 
standard cave reporting techniques. 

 
50-037  Blasting Entrances    3-16-96 

Indiscriminate closing of caves by blasting shut the entrances for any reason is opposed and such 
action should be taken only after unanimous agreement by the Conservation Committee 
Chairman and the Chairman of the Research Advisory Committee and Safety and Techniques 
Committee. 

 
50-096  Membership List    3-16-96 

The Executive Vice-President is authorized to make available the membership list of the NSS to 
conservation organizations whose activities may contribute to the preservation of caves. 

 
50-200  General Conservation    3-16-96 

The NSS generally supports conservation efforts not necessarily involving caves.  NSS members 
working for such causes may, after obtaining the approval of the Executive Committee, use the 
name of the NSS in support of their efforts. 

50-202  Conservation Statements   3-16-96 
Official NSS Conservation Statements and Resolution have been established. 

 
50-213  Publicity     3-16-96 

Before NSS members or internal groups submit resolutions for direct conservation action by the 
Society, or on behalf of conservation principles, or in support of the actions of other conservation 
organizations, the issues involved should be presented in an article submitted to the NSS NEWS 
and other appropriate publications in order to inform the members of the Society and to provide 
an opportunity for general discussion prior to the Board action. 

 
50-260  Conservation Statements   3-16-96 

The Executive Committee is delegated authority to review and designate NSS Conservation Task 
Force reports as ``Conservation Statements of the NSS''. 
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50-265  Cave Preserves     3-16-96 
The President and the Secretary-Treasurer of the Society are authorized to enter into, in the name 
of the Society, a protective covenant agreement to establish a cave preserve of the National 
Speleological Society with private cave owners or, for caves on public land, with the managing 
agency 
 

56-261  Training Session    3-16-96 
The NSS Planning Guide should recommend practical training sessions for convention activities 
 

57-475  Education Grants    3-16-96 
A fund is established to provide loans or grants to individuals or organizations to foster or 
enhance courses on cave science, cave management, or caving techniques.  The FY 88/89 
operating budget shall include $800 for this fund.  The program will be administered by the 
Educational Opportunities in Speleology Committee.  Active fund raising by the Fund Raising 
Committee is not required.  The Education Fund shall be part of the General Fund. 
 

58-426  Equipment Committee Abolished  3-16-96 
The Equipment Committee is authorized to auction its current equipment inventory at the 1985 
NSS National Convention and transfer equipment to other NSS committees as appropriate.  The 
Equipment Committee is abolished subsequent to the 1985 Convention. 
 

60-075  NSS Services     3-16-96 
 Material supplied from the national files or library for use on official Society projects will be 

done without charge to the individual members of the project. 
 
61-278  Committee Established    3-16-96 
 The federal Agencies Liaison standing committee is established in the President’s Department 

with the purpose of informing agencies of the information and talrnt resources of the NSS and to 
otherwise facilitate an exchange of information and cooperation between federal agencies and the 
NSS committees and members. 

 
61-414  Committee Abolished    3-16-96 

The Federal Agencies Liaison Committee is abolished.  The Conservation Committee shall be 
responsible for informing federal agencies of the information and talent resources of the NSS and 
to otherwise facilitate an exchange of information and cooperation between federal agencies and 
the NSS committees and members. 
 

63-464  Distributions from the General Fund  3-16-96 
At the spring Board of Governors meeting the Executive Committee will recommend to the 
Board an appropriate distribution of money from the General Fund to other primary and 
secondary funds, the operating budgets of officers and committees, and special projects.  
Recommendations also may be made on distribution of money in the other primary funds, 
consistent with the purposes of those funds. 

 
64-130  Complimentary Publications   3-16-96 

Internal Organizations will receive the NEWS and BULLETIN so long as they submit their 
required reports, the required number of their publications, and specifically request the Society 
publications annually. 
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64-144  Committee Name    3-16-96 
The name of the Grottos Committee is changed to the Internal Organizations Committee. 
Material supplied from the national files or library for use on official Society projects will be 
done without charge to the individual members of the project. 
 

68-004  Disposal     3-16-96 
Periodicals which appear in the Library may be disposed of through sales which will be applied 
to the Library Fund if such can be done.  Otherwise they can be disposed of in any way seen fit. 
 

68-207  Speleo Digests     3-16-96 
The Library Committee is authorized to reasonably dispose of out of print Speleo Digests by sale 
or exchange for the purpose of adding to the total collection. 
 

68-210  Paid Assistance     3-16-96 
The Library Committee is authorized to hire temporary professional assistance. 
 

72-059  Family Membership    3-16-96 
As a guide to Family Memberships, the Executive Committee should be guided by the rules of 
dependency generally applied in the Federal Income Tax Laws. 
 

72-065  As Visitors     3-16-96 
Affiliate Members should be invited to all board meetings in which they have an interest and they 
should be extended the courtesy as visitors at all board meetings. 
 

72-326  Information Brochure    3-16-96 
The Membership Committee shall develop an information brochure directed primarily to cavers 
who are not NSS members.  Its purpose shall be to convey the conservation and safety policies 
and practices of the Society and help attract such cavers to NSS membership.  The brochure shall 
be distributed to members upon request, to non-member cavers associated with NSS chapters, and 
to non-member cavers and interested parties through other outlets. 
 

72-342  Sustaining Membership Accounts  3-16-96 
Effective January 1, 1979, the existing accounts of sustaining members will be changed to the 
accounts provided for in new Bylaw I.B(5) by setting the account to 110% of its present value 
and setting the maturity to the full life membership fee at the time the account was established.  
For the purpose of re-setting the maturity due to lapse in continuous sustaining membership, the 
two-year period for present accounts shall not begin before the end of the member's current 
membership year, or immediately if the account holder is not now a member. 
 

72-351  Membership Recognition   3-16-96 
The Executive Committee is authorized to establish a means of recognition for people who have 
been Society members for over 5 years. 
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72-418  Membership Solicitation   3-16-96 
The Membership Committee is directed to maintain an on-going program of encouraging NSS 
members to submit to the Office the names and addresses of non-NSS cavers.  The Office shall 
maintain a mailing list of all such names and addresses received, and at least twice a year solicit 
these cavers for membership. 

 
76-339  Name Change     3-16-96 

The name of the NSS Museum of Speleological Equipment and Memorabilia is changed to the 
NSS Museum of Speleology. 

 
78-099  Duplication Funds    3-16-96 

The Photo Archives Committee will be allocated funds to duplicate all color slides which are 
prize winners at the annual salon and which have not been donated to the Society with the 
permission of the owner. 

 
81-060  Stock Level     3-16-96 

Policy on BULLETINS with stock levels of less than 50:  Stock shall be for sale only to libraries 
and institutions. 

 
81-064  BULLETIN I Reprint    3-16-96 

The reprint of BULLETIN I is accepted as an official Society publication and the rights of the 
underwriters in this respect will be given full recognition. 

 
81-327  BULLETIN Subscription   3-16-96 

The President and the Secretary-Treasurer are authorized to enter into a contract with a 
professional agency for subscription services for the NSS BULLETIN.  Negotiations will be 
conducted by the BULLETIN editor, with contractual approval by the Executive Committee 

 
82-153  Gift      3-16-96 

The Society will accept in principle the gift of $2,500-$3,500 from the Speleo Digest, with details 
to be worked out by a committee and the committee is empowered to finalize the terms of the gift. 
 Terms proposed by Speleo Digest:  (1) The money is to be spent or appropriated within five 
years from the acceptance of the gift.  (2) The money is to be spent on equipment or books, not 
on salaries, real estate, rent or other indirect aid.  (3) If a qualified group (consisting of a majority 
of NSS members) volunteers to undertake the publishing of the Digest, the Librarian may, at his 
or her sole discretion, lend to them up to $1,500 of the principal sum as a rotating fund for 
production costs.  This money shall also be repaid within five years from its granting by the new 
group.  The Librarian is specifically directed not to lend the revolving fund to a group not 
committed to producing the Digest by predominantly volunteer labor.  (4) The librarian may, 
until the time limit set in paragraph one, at his or her sole discretion, place the principal sum at 
interest and spend the income under the terms of the gift. 

 
82-208  Publishing     3-16-96 

The NSS accepts the operation and publication of the Speleo Digest. 
 
82-247  Funds      3-16-96 

In accordance with condition seven of the Speleo Digest Deed of Gift, the Treasurer is directed to 
segregate the Speleo Digest Gift Funds for use of the Speleo Digest only, and the Treasurer is 
directed to expend these funds without replenishment toward the cost of publishing the back 
issues of the Speleo Digest 

83-365  American Caving Accidents   3-16-96 
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The Executive Vice President may authorize publication of AMERICAN CAVING ACCIDENTS 
 

86-291  Youth Group Liaison Committee  3-16-96 
The name of the BSA/NSS Liaison Committee is changed to the Youth Group Liaison 
Committee.  The scope of its work shall be broadened to include all youth groups. 

 
91-195  Insurance     3-16-96 

It is recommended that members of the NSS have insurance (standard, all risk, accident, and 
liability) to cover caving 

 
91-312  Caver Training     3-16-96 

The Caver Training Commission of the National Speleological Society is hereby established 
under the department of the Executive Vice-President and is charged with the specific duties of 
producing and distributing a Caver Training Manual under the basic guidelines suggested in the 
report of the Ad Hoc Committee on Caver Training submitted to the Board on February 28, 1976. 

 
17-123  Incorporation     8-5-96 

Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws are accepted (See Appendix C).  All funds now under the 
jurisdiction of the Trustees of the Society shall be transferred to the National Speleological 
Foundation, and a committee shall be appointed to fully identify such funds and to specify what 
conditions will be attached to each fund, and the recommendations of the committee, after 
approval by the Board of Governors, shall be binding as to these attached conditions. 

 
17-133  Financial Report    8-5-96 

The Foundation is instructed to submit annually, to the Board of Governors of the Society, a 
complete financial report on each of the various trust funds.  This report shall be submitted prior 
to the first meeting of the Board following the close of the fiscal year of the Foundation, and shall 
constitute notification of income as described in the various trust agreements.  In addition, the 
Foundation shall submit informal reports to the Finance Committee of the Society at any time on 
request of any member of that committee. 

 
17-314  Cave Preserve Fund    8-5-96 

The Trustees of the National Speleological Foundation are requested to establish a Cave Preserve 
Fund.  Funds deposited in the Cave Preserve Fund shall be administered according to the Cave 
Preserve Fund Agreement which shall become part of the working agreement between the 
National Speleological Society and the National Speleological Foundation. 

 
17-354  Reports      8-5-96 

A report shall be given at each Board of Governors meeting summarizing the results of the 
meeting of the National Speleological Foundation which immediately precedes it. 

 
56-415  Convention Sponsors    8-9-96 

The Convention Development Committee shall solicit groups to sponsor NSS National 
Conventions up to three years in advance.  These groups shall submit their site plan for BOG 
approval at the fall meeting before the convention preceding their convention. 

 
03-171  Meeting Notice       11-2-96 

It shall be the responsibility of the Chairman of the Minutes and Arrangements Committee 
 to notify local grottos by letter a minimum of six weeks in advance of a Board meeting 
 and a notice shall be in the News prior to the meeting for the information of all members. 
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40-514  Volunteer Resource Committee     11-2-96 
The Volunteer Resource Committee is established in the Department of the Administrative Vice-
President for the purpose of finding candidates appropriately qualified to fill NSS positions.  This 
committee is responsible for developing a database of those who are interested in volunteering for 
NSS positions and describing their qualifications.  A data gathering or update form may be 
included in one of the annual mailings to the membership to solicit volunteers with special 
interest or expertise. 

 
26-335  Cave Acquisition Policy    11-2-96 

The NSS shall begin a cautious program of cave acquisition, by purchase, lease, or easement by 
the NSS, Inc., or by donation to the Society.  The general criteria to be considered in the 
acquisition of a cave shall include the endangered status of the cave; its scientific, archaeological, 
historical, or other significance; the ability of the Society, its members, or Internal Organizations 
to manage the cave; the availability of funds; and the interest of other groups (e.g. Conservancies) 
to responsibly manage the property..  In all cases the authority to authorize purchase or 
acceptance of a cave lies with the Board of Governors. 
All Society cave properties shall be managed in such a way as to minimize the Society's liability 
in case of accident.  Specifically, caves shall be managed in such ways as to qualify under state or 
local landowner liability exemption laws; to legally define unauthorized visitors as trespassers 
under local law; and to inform authorized visitors of the hazardous nature of the cave by requiring 
them to sign a liability release. 
A permanent Cave Ownership and Management Committee is established in the department of 
the Secretary-Treasurer.  This committee shall study and make recommendations to the Board on 
proposals to acquire or manage new cave properties, shall oversee and report to the Board on the 
management of all currently owned caves and future acquisitions to assure continuity in long term 
management, and shall actively seek to identify caves suitable for acquisition.  Permanent 
management committees for Society owned caves report to the Cave Ownership and Management 
Committee. 
Caves owned, leased, or otherwise controlled by the NSS may be designated Cave Preserves of 
the NSS by the Secretary-Treasurer.  [See Act 26-516, 8-2-93] 

 
79-263  Photo Salon Entries    3-22-97      

A policy is established, as detailed in Appendix U to the Acts, for acceptance of Photo Salon 
Entries. 

 
79-387  Cartographic Salon Committee   3-22-97      

An NSS Cartographic Salon Committee is established in the Administrative Vice-President's 
Department effective August 1981.  Annually at the NSS National Convention, the Committee 
will exhibit cave maps which have been judged by the Committee according to criteria developed 
by the Committee.  Awards of ribbons will be given to cartographers whose maps are outstanding 
examples of the latest in cave map technique and art. 

 
79-406  Graphic Art Salon Committee   3-22-97      

A Graphic Arts Salon Committee is established in the Administrative Vice President's 
Department 
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79-479  Salon and Contest Entries   3-22-97      
The ``Criteria for Acceptance for Judging'' that is stated in the Society's Policy for 
 Acceptance of Photo Salon Entries (Appendix U) also are to be followed by the 
 Committees which organize the other NSS Salons and contests. 

 
18-523  U.S. Exploration Restricted Fund  3-22-97 

The purpose of the "U.S. Exploration" restricted fund is to provide funds for grants to support U. 
S. cave exploration.  These funds may be spent by the U. S. Exploration Committee chairman 
subject to AVP approval. 

 
56-572  Junior Speleological Society Committee   7-23-97 

The Junior Speleological Society Committee, in the Department of the Administrative Vice-
President, is to provide administrative and program support for youth educational activities at 
NSS Conventions. 

 
18-536  Edward J. Zawlocki Memorial Restricted Fund 6-23-97 

The purpose of the "Edward J. Zawlocki Memorial" restricted fund is to support implementation 
of NSS ACT 18-555.  These funds may be spent by the Executive Vice-President. 

 
18-555  Ed Zawlocki Memorial Fund   6-23-97 

The Edward J. Zawlocki Memorial Fund  is established to receive donations for the purpose of 
publishing a bibliography of speleology and a translation of a manuscript describing a variety of 
Chinese caves.  After five years all funds remaining in this account may be used to publish 
non-periodic NSS publications or support the NSS Library. 

 
56-591  Convention Session Committee   11-08-97 

A Convention Session Committee is established in the Administrative Vice President's 
department to manage the convention sessions and provide continuity and guidance to the 
convention staffs.  The committee will work with the convention staffs to insure proper session 
contacts are maintained, calls for papers are timely, facility requests are collected and abstracts 
are forwarded to the program editor. 

 
43-512  NSS Science Fair Award              11-08-97 

The NSS will sponsor an award of $500.00 for the best speleological project presented at each 
annual national science fair.  The availability of the Science Fair Award shall be advertised in 
advance of the competition in the NSS NEWS .  The winner of the award and a description of the 
project will also be published.  The Research Advisory Committee shall administer the award,  
determine acceptance criteria, and report annually on the results.   Science Service, the non-profit 
administrator of the Science Fair awards, will be paid an administrative fee of $200.00 per year in 
addition to the award.  $700. will be added to the Research Advisory Committee's budget for this 
purpose. 

 
86-405  Outdoor Group Liaison Committee  11-08-97 

An Outdoor Group Liaison Committee is established in the Department of the President. 
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83-538  Publications Coordinator   11-08-97 
The position of Publications Coordinator is established in the Executive Vice-President's 
Department, with responsibility for design and publication of the following:  NSS News, NSS 
Journal, NSS Members Manual, NSS American Caving Accidents, Speleo Digest, Convention 
Guidebooks and Special Publications. 
Within the broad policies established by the Board of Governors and the Executive Vice-
President, the Publications Coordinator shall, after appropriate consultation with the editors of the 
aforementioned publications, develop and implement procedures for publication. 
(The above responsibilities are transferred to the Special Publications Committee.) 

 
17-433  NSS/NSF Liaison    8-7-98 

The position of NSS/NSF Liaison is a committee chair in the Secretary-Treasurer=s Department 
for the purpose of facilitating communication between the two organizations. 

 
57-276  Committee Established    8-7-98 

The Committee on Educational Opportunities in Speleology is established as a permanent 
Committee in the Administrative Vice-President's Department.  The responsibility of the 
Committee on Educational Opportunities in Speleology includes the following: 
1. To compile information on courses and curriculum opportunities in North American colleges 
and to make this information available to NSS members in an annual report and notices in the 
NSS NEWS. 
2. To plan and organize an appropriate series of courses in speleology to be given in 
conjunction with NSS conventions. 
3. To maintain an outline of topics which might be covered in a course on speleology and 
provide that outline to others upon request. 

 
88-288  Conservation Research Grants   11-07-98 

Up to five annual grants totalling no more than $500 shall be made to qualified individuals or 
groups for scientific investigation of cave conservation problems, or for speleological research 
which will directly contribute to cave conservation, or the solution of environmental problems in 
karst or pseudokarst areas.  Determination of grantees will be made by the Conservation 
Committee and grants will be administered by the Research Advisory Committee under the 
guidelines it uses for other research grants and under Directive 88-080.  The funds will be taken 
from the Save-the-Caves Fund. 

 
81-345  Copyright Transfer    11-07-98 

The JOURNAL editor shall require that all authors must sign a ``Transfer of Copyright 
Agreement'' before articles are published, as follows: 
 

Transfer of Copyright Agreement 
Copyright of my/our paper entitled ``-----'' is hereby (encircle one) (1) placed in the 
public domain, (2) transferred to the National Speleological Society, Inc., with the 
reservation to the author(s) of all proprietary rights other than copyright and of the 
right to use all or part of this paper in future works of my/our own, or (3) retained by 
the author(s), but the National Speleological Society, Inc., is authorized to republish 
this paper or any part of it, either separately or together with other materials, and to 
grant permission in my/our behalf for the non-commercial use of my/our paper by 
others. 
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The transfer of copyright described above will become effective at the time the paper is accepted 
for publication in the JOURNAL.  Each author must sign and date this document before the 
manuscript can be refereed and edited.  The back of this sheet may be used. 

 
18-367   Conservation Funds (Part E only)      3-27-99 

E. The Conservation Support Fund is composed of the income received annually from the  NSS 
Support Fund.  The Executive Committee may authorize expenditure of the funds in furtherance of the 
general conservation goals of the Society.  By unanimous vote of the Executive Committee or by a majority 
vote of the Board of Governors, conservation support funds may be used for a function of the Society other 
than conservation.  The Executive Committee shall try to expend each year approximately the full annual 
income of the fund and will not, in general, allow the fund to accumulate indefinitely. 

 
50-416  Honorarium      3-27-99 

The chairman of the Conservation Committee shall be eligible to receive up to $500 per year from the NSS 
Conservation Support Fund as reimbursement for expenses with the approval of the Executive Committee. 

 
18-173  Lew Bicking Fund    10-23-99   

The Lew Bicking Trust Fund was accepted. 
 
18-447  NSS News Photographic Endowment Fund 10-23-99 

The Foundation is requested to establish the NSS News Photographic Endowment Fund. 
 
18-451  Merle and Bill Stephenson 50th Anniversary Fund 10-23-99 

The Foundation is requested to establish the Merle and Bill Stephenson 50th Anniversary Fund. 
 
18-529  Smith Property Restricted Fund   10-23-99 

The purpose of the "White House" restricted fund is to provide funds for the payment of the 
mortgage on the former Smith property in Huntsville, Alabama.  These funds may be spent by the 
NSS Secretary-Treasurer. 

 
18-534  Research Restricted Fund   10-23-99 

The purpose of the "Research" restricted fund is to support the NSS grants for cave research.  
These funds may be spent by the NSS Research Advisory Committee chairman subject to EVP 
approval. 

 
18-537  Sara Corrie Grants Restricted Fund  10-23-99 

The "Sara Corrie Grants" restricted fund is established to support implementation of NSS ACT 
18-482 and Appendix AG. 

 
18-540  Holding Fund     10-23-99 

A Holding Fund is established with the National Speleological Foundation for the purpose of managing 
excess cash funds on an on-going short term basis.   

 
18-579  National Cave Management Symposium Restricted Fund  10-23-99  

The purpose of the National Cave Management Symposium restricted fund is a fund of the 
National Cave Management Symposium Steering Committee and is used to support that 
Committee and the activities of the NCMS Organizing Committees.  Use of the money in this 
fund is under the direction of the Coordinator of the Steering Committee, as authorized by the 
Steering Committee.  Following preparation of the Society's Annual Report, the NSS Treasurer 
will provide to the NSS/NCMS Liaison a detailed report on activities related to this fund. 

18-582  NSS Endowment Restricted Fund  10-23-99 
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The NSS Endowment Fund, a NSS restricted fund whose purpose shall be as specified by the 
Board of Governors, is established. 

 
18-589 US Exploration Restricted Fund Transfer  10-23-99 

Funds in the NSS US Exploration Restricted Fund are transferred to the NSS Sara Corrie 
Memorial Fund, held by the National Speleological Foundation. 

 
18-595  International Support Restricted Fund    10-23-99 

The NSS International Support Restricted Fund is composed of funds received from the NSS 
International Trust Fund held by the NSF and from other sources.  Its purpose is defined by Act 
65-431. 

 
18-597  Edward J. Zawlocki Memorial Restricted Fund 10-23-99 

All money currently in the Edward J. Zawlocki Memorial Restricted Fund is transferred to the 
Cave Research Foundation to aid them in publishing the Guide to Speleological Literature.  If the 
Guide to Speleological Literature is not published the money shall be returned to the NSS and 
used for normal NSS operations.  The Edward J. Zawlocki Fund is abolished.  Any donations 
received to the Edward J. Zawlocki Fund on or after 27 June 1997 shall be used for normal NSS 
operations. 

 
18-610  NSS Publication Trust Fund   10-23-99 

The purpose of the NSS Publication Trust Fund is to provide funds to support the publication of 
books by the NSS.  (See Attachment O of Appendix C.) 

 
83-358  ADMINISTRATIVE MEMO   10-23-99 

The INTERNAL ORGANIZATIONS NEWSLETTER shall be retitled the ADMINISTRATIVE 
MEMO and shall be expanded in editorial scope to include material of interest to NSS workers as 
well as to IOs.  This material is intended to be primarily informative in nature and to facilitate 
communications between all organizations and individuals involved in the conduct of NSS 
business. 

 
83-417  Administrative Memo    10-23-99 

The NSS Administrative Memo is established as a permanent committee within the President's 
Department. 

 
86-606  NSS Outreach Committee   10-23-99 

The NSS Outreach Committee is established in the Department of the President.  This committee 
will seek to present the conservation, scientific, and exploration accomplishments  of the 
NSS to segments of the public interested in caves.  The committee will emphasize the resource 
potential of the NSS and seek to encourage philanthropic support.  The committee shall strive to 
promote the goals and objectives of the Society without encouraging non-cavers to become 
cavers.   
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18-531  Print Salon Restricted Fund   10-23-99 
The purpose of the "Print Salon" restricted fund us to support the NSS Print Salon.  These funds 
may be spent by the NSS Photo Salon Committee chairman subject to AVP approval. 

 
18-532  Cave Ballad Salon Restricted Fund  10-23-99 

The purpose of the "Cave Ballad Salon" restricted fund is to support the NSS Cave Ballad Salon.  
These funds may be spent by the NSS Cave Ballad Salon Committee chairman subject to AVP 
approval. 

 
56-590  Convention Registration Software Committee 10-23-99 

A Convention Registration Software Committee is established in the Administrative Vice 
President's department to manage and define the registration process and provide standard 
registration software to be used by all NSS convention committees.  The Convention Registration 
Committee will support each convention to use the software and will store each convention's 
registration data for long term use. 

 
97-630  I-Max Film Committee    03-18-00 

The I-Max Film Committee is established in the department of the Administrative Vice President 
to investigate what the NSS can do to take advantage of the caving I-Max film due out in 2001.  
The committee shall give reports at Board meetings.    

 
18-580  National Cave Rescue Commission Restricted Fund    06-30-00 

The purpose of the National Cave Rescue Commission restricted fund is to support cave  rescue 
training and resource coordination.  These funds may be spent by the NSS NCRC 
 National Coordinator subject to Administrative Vice President approval. 

 
66-592   Internet Committee    11-04-00 

The Internet Committee is a committee in the Department of the Operations Vice President. 
 
56-517  Sale of NSS Convention Guidebooks  11-04-00 

Leftover guidebooks of the NSS national conventions are to be sold to individuals only by the 
NSS Bookstore or non-profit caving organizations that have the approval of the Bookstore and 
the hosts of the convention. 

 
16-620  Convention Surplus    11-04-00 

The convention surplus from the prior NSS National Convention may be considered operating 
income in the subsequent fiscal year budget, subject to compliance with Act 18-598. 

 
18-535  NSS Cave Legal Defense Restricted Fund 3-23-02 

The purpose of the "NSS Cave Legal Defense" restricted fund is to support implementation of 
NSS ACT 18-501 and may only be spent in accordance with the provisions of NSS ACT 18-501. 
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18-656  Fund for Litigation to Protect Caves  3-23-02 
The Fund for Litigation to Protect Caves, Attachment Q to the contract between the National 
Speleological Society and the National Speleological Foundation, is established.     

 
18-665  Transfer of Funds    3-23-02 

$3147.92 is transferred to the Landowner Assistance Restricted Fund from the Cave Legal 
Defense Fund.  Their funds had been originally donated to assist the owners of Norman Cave, 
WV. 

 
18-667  Cumberland Plateau CTF Grant   3-23-02 

A $3000. Grant from the Cave Legal Defense Fund is made to the Cumberland Plateau 
Conservation Task Force to pursue legal resources to stop a proposed sewage treatment plant in 
Spencer, TN, that would pollute Spencer Mountain Cave System. 

 
18-692  Joe Ivy Endowment for Cave Exploration 03-15-03 

The purpose of the Joe Ivy Endowment Fund for Cave Exploration is to provide grants to young 
cavers to fund cave exploration trips, primarily to Mexico. The Fund was established by donors 
and is managed as a temporarily restricted quasi-endowment fund. Annually the NSS withdraws 
5.5% of the Fund's total value for this purpose.  By a two-thirds vote, the Society's Board of 
Governors may require the return to the Society of any or all of  the Fund  that has not 
previously been distributed to the Society. >> Grants will be several hundred dollars each, large 
enough to fund the bulk of a four-to-six-week trip: transportation, food, lodging, maps, special 
equipment, etc. Grants will be given to individuals for personal expenses, rather than to projects 
or groups. Grants will be awarded based on the following criteria:  
Applicants should have a reasonable amount of caving experience. Experience will be measured 
by enthusiasm, determination, and quality of caving, rather than number of years caving or a list 
of caves visited.  
Applicants should be vertically competent. Desire to learn will count more than participation in 
training programs or a list of pits bounced. 
Applicants should have skills to contribute to productive exploration. Being a good sport will be 
considered more valuable than surveying, drafting, photography, or ability to carry group gear.  
Applicants should demonstrate the characteristics of a good team member including initiative; 
positive attitude; open-mindedness; willingness to lead and take direction; ability to amuse one’s 
self; curiosity to experience new things and eat weird food; desire to find,  explore, and 
document caves.  (See Attachment R of Appendix C in the Board of Governors Manual) 

 
18-454  International Exploration Fund   03-15-03 

The International Exploration Fund is established to assist Society sponsored speleological 
expeditions to be supported by contributions raised for this specific purpose.  Applications for 
grants from the International Exploration Fund will be directed to the International Exploration 
Committee which will develop appropriate guidelines and require an accounting of how money is 
utilized by expedition organizers. Grants from the International Exploration Fund may be made 
by the International Exploration Committee with the approval of the Executive Vice President. It 
is not the intent of this Act that grants will be routinely awarded for expeditions within the United 
States or Canada. Grants from this fund shall stipulate that the expedition will provide an article 
on the expedition for publication in the NSS NEWS, or an audio/visual program for distribution 
for the NSS A/V Library within one year from receiving the grant. 
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83-282  Authors Liaison     03-15-03 
The Public Relations Committee is directed to furnish all aid and information necessary to insure 
the inclusion of NSS conservation, safety, and scientific philosophy in publications and, if 
necessary, seek out those already committed to publishing and work with them. 

 
46-608  Limited Access Cave Database Committee 10-18-03 

The Limited Access Cave Database Committee in the Department of the Administrative Vice 
President is created.  This Committee will attempt to ascertain the extent to which the caves in the 
U.S. are closed or have access limitations that reduce visitation.  This Committee will obtain its 
information  by gathering and consolidating existing closed cave lists that are available to the 
caving community.  For caves on such lists that are closed or have access limitations, the 
Committee will analyze the reasons for closures, the extent of the closures, and other information 
available from such lists.  The Committee will communicate with NSS Internal Organizations and 
other knowledgeable groups to maintain a current list.  Information obtained by the Committee 
will be used for statistical and analytical purposes only and will not be used to create or publish a 
national closed cave list or to publish any cave locations. 
 

46-664  Committee Name Change   10-18-03 
Act 46-608 is amended to change the name of the Closed Cave Database Committee to the 
Limited Access Cave Database Committee. 

 
86-703  Landowner Relations Committee  10-18-03 

The NSS Landowner Relations Committee is established in the department of the Administrative 
Vice President.  The committee is responsible for working on private sector landowner relations 
at a national level.  The committee is also responsible for working with regions and grottos to 
help them with programs to develop and maintain good relations with landowners in their areas.  
The committee should regularly use the NSS NEWS and the NSS web site to highlight and 
discuss landowner relations issues, practices and concepts. 

 
18-649  Spring Hill Cave Restricted Fund  03-20-04 

The Spring Hill Cave NSS Restricted Fund is established to assist the landowners of  Spring Hill 
Cave, Tennessee, in their defense against the lawsuit concerning the death of Jason Bishop in 
October 1998.  The Fund was established through donations.  Money from this fund may be spent 
with the approval of the President. Money remaining in the Spring Hill Cave NSS Restricted 
Fund after the suits are settled will revert to another NSS restricted fund established to support 
cave owners in their defense against liability suits.   

 
18-648  Support for Owner of Spring Hill Cave  03-20-04 

 NSS will offer monetary and expert witness support to the cave's property owners, Helen G. 
Beckner, 143 Moody Hollow Road, and Sharon A. Beckner Todd and Ronald Todd, 911 
Mehaffey Road, all in Claxton, Tennessee, to support their efforts against the suit by Karen 
Bishop, et al, concerning the death of Jason Bishop in October 1998. The monetary support will 
be up to $1000 from existing funds and any money collected from the membership for this 
specific purpose. The funds to be used will be determined by the Secretary Treasurer based on the 
purposes of the funds as specified in the Board of Governors Manual. 
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19-693  Joe Ivy Endowment Committee   07-12-04  
The Joe Ivy Endowment Committee is established in the Executive Vice President’s Department. 
 The purpose of this committee is to administer the awarding of grants from the Joe Ivy 
Endowment for Cave Exploration. 

 
18-689  Caves and Karst Education Program Restricted Fund 07-12-04  

The purpose of the Caves and Karst Education Program restricted fund is to educate the 
American public on the value and fragile nature of cave resources in accordance with the 
Cooperative Agreement between Mammoth Cave National Park and the National Speleological 
Society, Project Underground, and American Cave Conservation Association.  These funds may 
be spent by the Caves and Karst Education Program agent of the Treasurer subject to 
Administrative Vice President’s approval. 

 
97-491  AV Production Committee   03-05-05 

The AV Production Committee is established in the department of the Administrative Vice 
President. The committee will work with committees within the NSS Education Division to 
develop educational digital media and films.  AV Production Committee members may work with 
other NSS committees to produce visual digital or analog media to support their programs.  
Additionally, the AV Production Committee will serve as the NSS liaison for documentary film 
and television entities, to promote and assist with safe and conservation oriented filming 
techniques and provide assistance in developing films that conform to the NSS Conservation 
Policy and accepted safety practices.  The AV Production Committee shall coordinate with the 
Audio-Visual Aids Library Committee.    

 
97-473  Video Committee    07-08-05 

The Video Committee is established under the Department of the Operations Vice-President as a 
sub-committee of the Audio-Visual Aids Library Committee.  The purpose of the committee is to 
solicit, develop, and maintain video programs related to caves and caving and to encourage the 
production and use of moving-image presentations to disseminate information about caves and 
caving.  The video programs shall be part of the Audio-Visual Aids Library. 

 
01-461  Officers' Annual Reports   07-08-05 

Annually, at the convention, officers will include in their reports to the Board a list of their 
objectives for the next year(s) and how these objectives relate to the overall goals of the NSS; 
provide executive summaries highlighting major activities and accomplishments of each 
committee for which they are responsible, and, if the Board has requested a task be performed by 
an officer or a committee; include responses specifically addressing the status of those requests 
which apply. 

 
26-563  Headquarters Facilities Committee  11-05-05 

The Headquarters Facilities Committee is in the department of the Operations Vice-President to 
manage and maintain the facilities and real property at the NSS Headquarters. 

 
41-039  National Parks Association   11-05-05 

The National Parks Association (now the National Parks & Conservation Association) is named 
an affiliate. 
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18-718  NSS Pacific Slope Cave Acquisition Fund 3-25-06:20 
The purpose of the NSS Pacific Slope Cave Acquisition Fund is to acquire title or conservation 
easements to caves located within the Pacific seaboard. Grants from the fund must be made to 
501(c)(3) public benefit corporations dedicated to the purpose of the fund. Applicants for grants 
must provide to the NSS Secretary-Treasurer the following proofs: 1) copy of certificate of 
501(c)(3) standing, 2) Articles of Incorporation, and 3) written proof (such as a written 
acceptance of an offer to purchase real estate) of the existence of a pending purchase of a real 
property or conservation easement, consistent with the purpose of the fund. Grants shall be made 
from the fund by action of the NSS Board of Governors, hereinafter referred to as the granting 
body. In the absence of competing applicants, grants shall be summarily approved upon 
verification of proofs. The granting body shall make no determination of the significance or 
quality of properties proposed for protection by the applicant, except where two or more qualified 
entities have applied for grants in the period between regular meetings of the granting body. 
Where two or more qualified entities have applied, only the most significant proposal shall be 
granted funds during a regular meeting; rejected applications will be re-submitted for 
consideration at the next meeting of the granting body. Significance in the case of competing 
applicants will be determined on the basis of criteria used in federal significant cave nominations 
under the 1988 cave protection act: presence of endemic biota, cultural remains, 
geologic/mineralogical/paleontological values, hydrologic significance, educational/scientific 
value, and/or recreational potential.  The amount of any single grant shall not be limited except 
by the amount in the fund or by the amount of the property or easement acquisition including 
associated costs, whichever is less. The fund consists of donations. 
 
The Board approves the total distribution of the Pacific Slope Acquisition Fund to the Western 
Cave Conservancy toward the purchase of Rippled Cave, Calaveras County, CA.  Distribution of 
the funds is to be made by 20 February 2006. 

 
19-762  Grants Executive Steering Committee  8-7-06:18 

The Grants Executive Steering Committee is established in the Department of the President.  Two 
of the committee members will be NSS Board of Governors members appointed by the President. 
The Steering Committee is responsible for leading and managing the NSS grants  program, but 
not responsible for writing proposals or grants.  They will encourage and  facilitate effective grant 
proposals from NSS Committee Chairmen and the NSS Board of  Governors and act as 
the clearinghouse for proposals.  The Committee is responsible for prioritizing proposals for the 
Grants Committee, reviewing the grant applications before they are submitted, and approving the 
obligations associated with the grant before it is accepted by the NSS. 

 
28-168  Unsigned Applications    11-04-06:7 

Upon receipt of an unsigned application, the office secretary shall (A) Place the applicant on the 
mailing list as a subscriber.  (B) Reserve a membership number for the applicant in the regular 
sequence.  (C) Notify the applicant by means of a form letter that (1) His application has been 
received unsigned.  (2) He has been added to the mailing list as a subscriber until his application 
has been signed.  (3) A statement certifying that the applicant supports the goals and conservation 
policies of the NSS has been included for his signature and should be signed and returned as soon 
as possible. 
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83-292  Copyright     11-04-06:13 
All Society publications are to be copyrighted. 

 
83-728  NSS Copyright Policy    11-04-06:13 

Appendix AS, NSS Copyright Policy is adopted. 
 
81-621 Copyright      11-04-06:13 
 The National Speleological Society requires all authors to grant a non-exclusive   
 copyright to the NSS prior to publication of their manuscripts in the JOURNAL OF  
 CAVE AND KARST STUDIES unless they place the paper in the public domain. 
 
50-221  General Policy     11-04-06:14 

A brief, official statement of the Society's fundamental ethical and conservation principles shall 
be prepared by the Executive Committee and submitted to the Board for their consideration.  
Upon joining, new members will be required to sign an agreement that they have read and 
understood said statement, and, by joining, do approve and commit to uphold the fundamental 
principles contained therein.  Each new member should be made aware that gross intentional or 
repeated violations of these principles may be grounds for dismissal from the Society, as 
determined by the Board of Governors. 

 
50-237  Pledge      11-04-06:14 

The membership application of the NSS shall carry the following wording:  ``I support the 
purposes of the National Speleological Society and its Cave Conservation Policy.  Please accept 
my application for membership.'' 

 
25-388  Mailing List Availability   03-17-07:12 

Whenever the NSS mailing list is made available to organizations, it will be at a rate of $.10 per 
label to a non-profit organization, and a flat rate of $2,000.00 to a for-profit organization. These 
rates may be adjusted for a specific use at the discretion of the Executive Committee. 

 
25-434  NSS Mailing List Availability   03-17-07:12 

Whenever the mailing list is made available for NSS use the direct cost of materials and related 
expenses will be assessed to the user at a flat rate of $25.00, or $5.00 plus $.25 per label, 
whichever is less. 

 
04-421  Advance Copies of Agenda   03-17-07:24a 

Advance copies of the agenda for meetings of the Board of Governors shall be posted to the 
Society web site thirty days prior to the meeting and updated as required. 

 
04-197  Timing and Completeness   03-17-07:24e  

A preliminary Agenda shall be prepared and distributed to the Board a minimum of one month 
prior to the meeting.  A final Agenda shall be prepared and distributed to the Board a minimum of 
two weeks prior to the meeting, and every effort shall be made to have all motions presented in 
the Agenda. 
 

19-609 NSS High School and Undergraduate Grant Program 03-15-08:16 
The NSS High School and Undergraduate Grant Program is established for the purpose of 
investing in the future of karst science by supporting and recognizing outstanding research 
proposals by young society members.  The program is funded by money approved in the yearly 
Research Advisory Committee operating budget.  (See Appendix AL) 

25-167  Monthly Mailing      03-15-08:29 
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Monthly mailings will be made available to individual members at a cost set by the Executive 
Committee, the fee to be used to defray the cost of postage, handling, and the additional copies 
needed.  Any excess income from this source shall enter the general operating fund. 

 
83-671  Non-Electronic Portions of NSS Publications  03-15-08:36 

Copies of photographs and other materials that are not included in the electronic copies of 
publications shall be forwarded to the NSS Office (labeled for easy identification with 
publication, caption, and page number) for storage in a fireproof location.  The copies will be of 
sufficient quality to allow them to be reproduced as originally printed.  Items will be stored until 
no longer deemed necessary by the Executive Vice President and will be reviewed on an annual 
basis for currency. 

 
83-677  Budget for On Caves and Camera   03-15-08:36 

The Capital Budget is amended to include publishing 1,000 copies (500 hardbound, 500 soft 
bound) of On Caves and Cameras with the following budget line items: 

$0  Author expenses (postage, telephone, etc.) 
$500  Honorarium for designing & laying out the issue 
$0  Editing, proof-reading & indexing 
$0  Drawings & illustrations 
$75  B/W half-tones, scanned color images, & color separations 
$14,000  Printing & binding ($2000 of this is for hardbound covers) 
$0  Shipping 
$75  Miscellaneous 
$14,650  TOTAL 

 
83-678  Budget for On Cave Conservation and Restoration 03-15-08:36 

The Capital Budget is amended to include publishing 1,000 copies of On Cave Conservation and 
Restoration with a budget of $11,420.  The Executive Committee shall review the text of On 
Cave Conservation and Restoration and confer with the authors to attempt to insure that the 
Society policy is clearly distinguished from individual or regional opinion and that the language 
avoids divisiveness and promotes mutual respect among cavers. 

 
83-679  Budget for Leave No Trace Caving Ethics Booklet  03-15-08:36 

The NSS will purchase $1,000 worth of Leave No trace Caving Ethics booklets from the U.S. 
Forest Service.  The funds for purchase of these booklets shall be taken from the Save-the-Caves 
Fund. 

 
83-680  American Geological Institute Publication   03-15-08:36 

The NSS shall grant $6,500 to the American Geological Institute to support a national karst 
environmental awareness publication.  The society will receive 2,500 copies of the publication for 
distribution or sale as it chooses.  The NSS will reimburse the NSS Geology & Geography 
Section $2,000 from any income it receives from sales of this publication.  The Executive 
Committee will determine the source of funds for this grant and report to the Board at the 
November 2000 meeting. 

 
83-727  Purchase Agreement Between the NSS and the   03-15-08:36 

National Cave and Karst Research Institute      
The National Cave and Karst Research Institute will provide $5000 to the National speleological 
Society, to be added to the previous capital budget for the publication of Cave Conservation and 
Restoration for the purpose of additional color illustrations.  In return the National Cave and 
Karst Research Institute will be identified on a title page as a co-sponsor, appropriate contact 
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information will be included in the book, and will receive 50 copies for distribution to Regional 
and Division Libraries, Parks, and other interested parties. 

 
83-781  Copyright Policy     03-15-08:44 

The Board Acts 81-621 (regarding copyright licensed for Journal), 83-292 (regarding the 
 copyright of Society publications), and 83-728 (regarding NSS copyright policy) are repealed and 
t he NSS Copyright Policy is adopted.  Appendix AS, NSS Copyright Policy is amended. 
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