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TAG Caver is the official newsletter of the
Sewanee Moutain Grotto& is published on a
quarterly basis. Sewanee Mountain Grotto is a
non- profit internal organization of the

National Speleological Sociatgdicated to the
exploration, mapping and conservation of
caves. If you are interested in joininfgget
Sewanee Mountain Grotto we invite you to
attend one of our monthly grotto meetings.
Meetings are held the second Saturday of each
month at various locations the heart of TAG

A typical meeting starts with a potluck dinner
at 6pm GT followed by the meetig at 7pm.

On occasion we also have special presentations
following our meetings. Annual dues are $10
per person and are due in January. Please
emailsewaneemountaingrotto @caves.ooy

one of our editas for more information on the
location of our next meeting. You may also visit
our website at
http://www.caves.org/grotto/sewaneemountai
ngrotto/

2011 Sewanee Mtn Grotto Officers

Chairpersn: Jason Hardy

Vice Chair & ProgramBeter Michaud
Treasurer: Blaine Grindle

Secretary: Bambi Dunlap

Member atlLarge: Maureen Handler
ConservatiorChair: Maureen Handler
Webmaster: Will Urbanski

Trip leaderPeter Michaud

TAG Caver Editars

Kelly Smallwod
Rowland7840@bellsouth.net
Jason Hardy

wmjhardy@yahoo.com

Email articles and photos for submissions to
one of our editors. Content may include
articles/photos fom non members as well as
other caving regions. Statements and opinions
expressed in the TAG Caver do not necessarily
reflect the policies or beliefs of the Sewanee
Mountain Grotto or the NSS.
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Calendar of Upcoming Events

June 18 6 SMG Meeting atJ ason Hardyds house i
Potluck dinner 6pm, followed by meeting at 7pm.

July 9" d SMG Meetingat Ch ar | i pertySrRotiuck dinmer &pm,o
followed by meeting at 7pm.

July 18' 8 22" 3 NSS Convention in Glenwood Springs, Colorado. Visit
http://nss2011.org/ for more info.

August 13 d SMG Meeting at Sinking Cove Cave Preserve. Cave trips during the day. Potluck dinner
6pm, followed by meetingat 7pm.The SMG has t he preser EHaehnfember t he
will need to sign an SCCI WNS statement.

SeptembersLd 5" 8 SMG Annud Pupfest Event. Led cave trips, canoeing and lots of fun. Potluck dinner
5pm Sunday night with annual fundraising auction to follow at 7pm.

Connect with the Grotto

I f youdre new to th
ways you can get to know other members:

=g@\ Join us on a Grotto Trip, Survey
= Trip or a Cleanup.

Sewanee Mountain Remailer
After you have joined the grotto, join our mailing list to keep up to date with cave trips and meetings.
Go to: http://sports.groups.yahoo.com/group/sewannee_mountain_grotto/ and

click join. Pl ease provide your real name so wedl

-

Sewanee Mountain Grotto under groups.

:8 Facebookd Join our official unofficial Facebook Page to meet o#tr area cavers and plan trips. Search for
=

Support the Grotto~ Grotto Merchandise

The Grotto now has hats with our logo embroidered on them. Hats are $15 each and
supply is limited. We alsotdl have Guidebooks& Stickers remaining from the SERA
2010 event. The stickers are the Logo for the Sewanee Mountain Grotto and are $1
each. Guidebooks are $10 each. Please contact Kelly Smallwood
(rowland7840@bellsouth.ne} to purchaseany of these items



U%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20http:/nss2011.org/U
U%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20http:/nss2011.org/U
http://sports.groups.yahoo.com/group/sewannee_mountain_grotto/
mailto:rowland7840@bellsouth.net

THE TAG SCOOP
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New Grotto Merchandi seé!

The Grotto now has hats featuring our
logo embroidered on the front. The logo
is approx 2 inches in diametemd the hats

are$15 eachSupplies are limited. Please
contact Kelly Smallwood to purchase
rowland7840@bellsouth.net
or by phone at
678 758 1761
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RUSSELL CAVE WATERSHED RESTORATION

When the Sewanee Mountain Grotto reactivated, it was decided
that we wai | d devot e part of our
conservation. In late 2005, the grotto decided to adopt the
Russell Cave Watershed as a conservation project. While Russel
Cave is located in Alabama, the largest portion of the watershed
was in Tennessee. r@e Mountain Road, which runs down

A T through the watershed was the site of historic dumping. One
mile from the top of the road was one of the largest roadside dumps | had ever seen. Looking down the
ravine at the head of the watershed was a huge pile sti appliances, furniture, tire& trash. SMG
decided to 6adoptd this watershed in order to
would be a 33 5 year project.

set up at the huge dmp. 32 cavers showed up if
the freezing cold and we moved 8 TONS of debr|
in one day. Unfortunately, it was SO cold, thaj
Marion Countyds assistek
hauled the majority of the debris to the dump ourselves! Over the next year, twmre SMG/SKTF
clean ups were done. Both of these with the haul system, still working on the first dump! In all, we
removed 20 tons of debris from one dump site, including over 400 tires!

he



During this period, SMG conducted 3 additional clean up event§&rotto
members cleaned up trash on the sides of the road and visually assessed the rest
of the watershed for the quantities of debris and to determine how much more
work was needed. The following year, the SKTF once again joined SMG and
the haul systemwas again used to clean up the smaller dump 2 more miles
down the watershed. By this time, one of the local landowners saw what we
were doing and sought us out by asking down at Russell Cave National
Monument. He was so impressed with our efforts that ldonated enough
money to pay for all 3 dumpsters and the signs that have been placed in the
watershed.

Over the next 2 years, SMG continued to sponsor 2 clean up events e
winter, slowly working their way down the watershed. In 2009, the SKTf
joined us again for a roadside clean up further down the road. We wsg ‘
consistently picking up 40 5 tons of debris each time. Marion County g |
would then pick up and weigh all the debris we had stacked up along §
roadside, and our total tonnage of debris remodecontinued to grow. We
no longer needed dumpsters realizing quite a bit of savings for the SKTF {
the grotto. We approached Lowes in Kimball, TN and they have be
providing all of our trash bags (and recycling need) at cost. Keep Ameri
Beautiful found out about our work and through Keep Tennessee Beautif
we have been a part of the Great American Clean Up since 2008.

By December 2009, we were within %2 mile of the bottom of the mountain. It seemed like we were

only gaining about 1/10 of a mile gr clean up, and the tons of debris removed just kept on increasing.
During the clean ups, some maintenance cleaning was done on the upper part of the watershed and it
was a wonderful experience to walk down the creek running down the mountain withoutisgeplastic

bags, beer cans and tires as we went. During the initial assessments of the watershed, there was a recliner
by the side of the road only 1/10 of a mile up from the stop sign. | would see it every time | drove
through the watershed. | longedor the day we would get to this recliner and remove it. We were
getting closer.

In March, 2011, SMG again went out to the watershed for one of our

clean up events. We had about 14 people there, pulling more tires up

the hill, bagging trash and haulingt up the hill, pulling out other
peopl ebdbs cast away i tems. The pil
getting larger. All of a sudden, the recliner came into view! | knew we

were almost there!! We pulled it out and the matching couch as well

and within the hour, we were at the stop sign at the bottom of Orme
Mountain Road!!! We had done it! We had removed 105,000




pounds of debris! That is over 50 tons in 5 years. In addition
the typical trash, appliances and tires, we also removed old gasof
tanks, cans of paint, Freon tanks and batteries. All of this |
causing pollution in Russell Cave and the entire watershe
Removing the hazardous materials was the biggest gain for {
watershed overall. In addition, it is a pleasure to drive orlkvg
through the watershed now without seeing all of the trash an
debris everywhere. :

The watershed will take continued maintenance for fly away trash and recent dumping, but everyone
who worked on this project can be proud of the results.

Maureen Handler Sewanee Mountain Grotto Conservation Chair.




NEW AT THE NSS BOOKSTORE

www.nssbookstore.org

The harrowing true story of two friends who plunge nine hundred feet into the water in South

Africa to raise the body of a diver who had perished there a decade before. Only one returns.

On New Yeards Day 2005, David Shaw traveled ha
took him to a steep crater in the Kalahari Desert of South Africa, a site knowrBas s h man 6 s

Hole. His destination was nearly nine hundred feet below the surface.

On January 8 he descended into the water. About fifteen feet below the surface was a fissure

in the bottom of the basin, barely wide enough to admit him. He slipped througthe

opening and disappeared from sight, leaving behind the world of light and life.

Then, a second diver descended through the same crack in the stone. This was Don Shirley,
Shawés friend, and one of the fewShewgshbeuti n t he
to go. Inthe community of extreme diving, Don Shirley was a master among masters.

Twenty-five minutes later, one of the men was dead. The other was in mortal peril, and would spend the next

ten hours struggling to survive, literally fronbreath to breath.

What happened that day is the stuff of nightmarish dr a
heroism, ambition, and coming to terms with loss and tragedy.

Written with the full cooperation of the surviving families, Diing into Darkness is a true story about the

perilous sport of cave diving t s cul tur e, its cult foll owing, and the
about two devoted marriages and coming to terms with the dangers undertaken by a loved one. iisdabout

friendship and trust, put to their ultimate test.

Available through the NSS Bookstore for $26.99
Written by Phillip Finch, Copyright 2008, ISBN 9780-312 38394 7, 310 Pages

Discover the world below

I f you havendt seemigkmpssm folrowderad accaves made
what youb6re missing. Cave Exploring shines a
rock formations, flowing rivers, and crawling critters. In this definitive guide, veteran caver
Paul Burger clearland carefully describes the techniques needed to safely climb, crawl,
tread softly, and swim in the quest for underground discovery.
Learn how to:

1 Getinto horizontal caving, vertical caving, wet caving, and cave camping
Select the right gear for a cavirexpedition
Sidestep common hazards and navigate safely underground
Investigate caves with minimal impact on the environment
Connect with established cavers in your community

=A =4 4 4 =4

Organize and lead a caving tripr simply be a good team member

Paul Burger hasxplored and mapped extensions of caves in Colorado, South Dakota, and New Mexico. He is
the official geologist hydrologist of Carlsbad Caverns National Park and is the coauthor of Deep Secrets, a book
on the discovery and early exploration of Lechuguilizave.

Available through the NSS bookstore for $15.95.
Written by Paul Burger Copyright 2006, ISBN 9780-7627-2560-1, 120 pages
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2010 YearEnd Treasury Rport for Sewanee Mountain Groti

Income Highlights

Submitted By Blaine Grindle

SERA 2010:
Additional income
From SERA G®5BG6 et c

$1,38.37

Alum can recycle $451.30

Pupfest 8 $2,206.35

Spending:

$37.18 Russell Cave w/shed cleanup Feb (garbage bags)

$43.90 Orme Mtn Road cleanup Apr (garbage bags)

$300.00 SCCI Long Isle Preser@&s0 grot to 25 match each Kyle G & B
Grindle)

$50.00 SCCI Fox Mtn Pres in honor of Sally Wilbanks

$500.00 Fiery Gizzardd Land Trust Aug

$1,000.00 SCCI Gen fund used for matching donations @ TAG

$500.00 SKTF Aug

$1,000.00 SCCI Jacob Mtn Preserve @ TAG

$1,000.00 NSS 500 gen ops 250 domestic exploration 250 foreign
exploration

$974.63 2 each Disto, Clino, & Compass Sep

$66.74 2 Plastic Dry Bags, & 2 Clear c

$380.82 Additional Disto & Compass Dec

$270.52 Rite in rain paper 1,000 shds

WAY TO GO SEWANEE MOUNTAI N GROTTO

Remember: This is a synopsis; complete income and expense reports for both
SERA 2010 and Pupfest have already been posted online to the Yahoo group!



Results of the 2011 SERA Photo and Art Salons By Don Hunter

The 2011 SERA Photo and Art Salons were held in conjunction with this #&ERA Winter Business Meeting in
LaFayette, GA on Saturday, March 19tWe had a great turnout this year with seven photographers submitting 36
photographs for judging. The entriesvere of high quality, with 24ribbons awarded. Best of Show went to Clinton
Elmore for his photograph Blue Spring Lace. There were three entries in the Art Salon, one adult and two juvenile. Chrys
Hulbert took Best of Show in the Art Salon with her cerami@sedBacon Dripping& | would also like to commend both
youngsters, Scout Aulenbach and Dakota Rowland, for their excellent entries and hope to see them both next year.

Thanks to the three judges this year, Kris Green, Jenny Crisp and Jody Bailey.hBEldeg tough job with all the excellent
entries this year and did a great jobAnd thanks one more time for the great turnout of SERA photographerg/e

missed some folks who could not make it this year but we hope to see you next vyear.

The following is a complete list of all ribbons awarded, by category in both the photo and art salons:

2011 SERA PHOTO SALON:

Black and White People/Animals:
1stPlace Kel | y Smal | wood

Color, People/Animals:
1st Place Kelly Smallwood Bat Fligitauta Cave
2nd Place Anne Elmore Electrifying

Color, Artistic:

1st Place Rachel Kroggell Welder's Coffee Pot

2nd Place Chuck Sutherland Big Bone Cave Gatg

3rd Place Clinton ElImore Amazing Roots

HM Chuck Sutherland Clinton EImore Among
Gypsum....Blue Springs Cave

HM Kelly Smallwood Nancy Winn

HM Kelly Smallwood Conley Hole

Color, Macro/Close- up:
1st Place Clinton ElImore Blue Spring Lace BES
OF SHOW, PHOTO

2nd Place Kelly Smallwood Up Close

3rd Place Kelly Smallwood Hummingbird

HM Kelly Smallwood Box Turtle

HM Anne Elmore Ouch!

HM Clinton Elmore Blue Crystals

HM Clinton Elmore Crinoids




Color, Entrances/Exterior Scenes

1st Place Kelly Smallwood Holiday Hole

2nd Pl aced Rachel Kroggell
3rd Place Rachel Kroggell LasGotitas

HM Chrissy Richards Bermuda Blue

Color, Humor:

1st Place Kelly Smallwood In Search of Elmo
2nd Place Kelly Smallwood Mud Treatment
3rd Place Kelly Smallwood Nap Time

Digitally Enhanced, Entrances/Exterior Saesi
1st Place Chuck Sutherland Sullivan Cave Entrance
2nd Place Chuck Sutherland Unnamed Cave Entrance

Holograms:
1st Place John Klayer Little Guy

2011 SERA ART SALON:
(Photos By Don Hurter)

Adult: 1stPlace, Chrys Hulbert for her ceramic vagaconDripping®
BEST OF SHOW, ART

Juveniles:

1st Place, Scout Aulenbach for
her clay sculptures Cave Critters

1st Place, Dakota Rowland for her diorama
CaveEntrance and Suaunding Area



Richard Schreiber Award
By Kelly Smaliwood

The Southeastern Regional Association (SERA) Richard Schreiber Award is named in honor of Richard W.
Schreiber, who made many contributions to caving in the Southeast from the 1960's through th#019 Richard

was a natural and enthusiastic teacher, as well as a project leader ggmemaho encouraged many to take a

more active role in caving. This award recognizes those SERA cavers of less than ten years experience, and who
have been openly inviwed with cave projects or studies in the Southeastern United States. This award intends not
only to recognize previous accomplishment, but also to encourage future accomplishment and contribution.

| am very proud to announce that our very own, Jason Ity
received theRichard Schreibeaward at the 2011 SERA Winter
Business Meeting.

Jason began caving in 2004 while living in Murfreesboro, TN. He
joined the Sewanee Mountain Grotto in 2005 and began surveying
with grotto members in 2007. After just a fewsurvey trips Jason
became interested in cartography and under the guidance of Julie
Schenck Brown he learned to sketch. Jason produced his first cave
map of Can Do Cave in January 2009. After moving back to
Memphis to finish his degree in Aerospace, Jasoontinued to
make the long drive nearly every weekend to TAG. He has helped on more than 20 survey projects throughout
the region and produced 1thand drawnmaps. Jasorrecently moved back to the heart of TAG and s just
finished the re survey of Doodlely Hole / Blowing Cavein Jackson County, AlabamaTo date it is the grottos
longest and deepesproject with a horizontal extent of 7,359 feet and a vertical extent efi49.7. He looks
forward to producing a map of it later thissummer. Jason is currentlyworking on several other projects near
Sewanee, TN. If anyone is interested in participating with Jason on surveys please contact him directly at
wmjhardy@yahoo.com
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The Southeastern Regional Association

of the

Pational Speleslogical Society

This is to certify that
Jason Hardy

has been presented the
Richard Schreiber Award

in testimony whereof the SERA officers have hereunto
set their hands onthe 19" day of March, 2011.

%ﬁz@fm sl b Pone fp Al
722 [/ [,

A

2 = d =

z,
=


mailto:wmjhardy@yahoo.com




