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Caving 
Information 

Online: 
 

MG Website: 
www.caves.org/grotto/  

montgomery/ 
 

NSS Website: 
www.caves.org/ 

 
SCCi Website: 

www.scci.org/ 
 

NSS Online Cavers: 
nsscavers.ning.com/ 

 
Cavechat.org: 

forums.caves.org/ 
 

 

 

to the Montgomery Grotto 

(MG) newsletter.  We 

would like to take this 

opportunity to invite anyone interested in speleology to attend our 

meetings on the first Tuesday of each month at the First United 

Methodist Church at 7pm.  The address is 2416 W. Cloverdale 

Park, Montgomery, AL 36106.  Meetings last about one hour 

during which we discuss grotto business, welcome newcomers, 

plan trips and more. If you would like additional information, 

send an email to us at montgomerygrotto@gmail.com.  

 
 
 

February 09 MG Meeting 
February 14 Valentine's Day 
February 15 Holiday 
February 27 Guffey Cave 
March 02 MG Meeting 
April 06 MG Meeting 
April 26 Holiday 
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

 
 

 

 
 

Caving is an inherently dangerous and demanding 
sport.  Care should be given when deciding to 
participate in caving trips.  You should be physically fit 
and not afraid of tight spaces.  Caving trips are lead by 
volunteers; before participating, you should gather 
information about the difficulty of the trip and the 
experience level of the leader.  Participating in any or 
all activities is at your own risk. 

C a l en d a r  

D i s c la i m e r :  



 
 

 

 

O n  T h e  C o v e r  
 

Members of the Montgomery 

and Cullman Grottos traveled to 

Rickles Cave (or “Rickels” – 
depends on where you look to 
how it is spelled) on Saturday, 

January 9, 2010.  This photo 

shows a nice view of the 50’ pit 

with a little fog hovering around 

the center. 

 

 

A n n o u n c e m e nt s  
 

From Judy Woosley, 

Louisville Grotto/Speleofest 

Committee: 
Please join us at the 39th 

Annual Speleofest 2010 hosted 

by the Louisville Grotto.  

Camping, kayaking, are just a 

couple of our family oriented 

outdoor activities held at the 

Lone Star Preserve, 2460 

Falling Springs Church Road, 

Bonnieville, KY just south of 

Elizabethtown.  All cave trips 

will be based on 

recommendations from the US 

Fish and Wildlife Service due to 

the White Nose Syndrome.  

  

There will be three nights of 

camping, primitive showers 

with hot water, a food vendor, 

caving/sports merchandise 

vendors, door prizes and a 

banquet under the shelter house 

with picnic tables.  Roads and 

other access make it possible to 

park at or near your camp site. 

  

All of this takes place during 

the Memorial Day Holiday 

weekend, May 28-31, 2010.  

  

For more information, please 

check our website at 

louisville.caves.org/Speleofest.h

tml. or just google Louisville 

Grotto. 

 

From Crab Apple 

Whitewater: 

Hello, our family runs a rafting 

company and sells used wetsuits 

to cavers during our off-season. 

We have done this for about 10 

years and made a lot of folks 

happy with good wetsuits at 

reasonable cost...much better 

than buying new and expensive 

suits just to beat up in the 

caves! We have an array of 

wetsuit sizes and thicknesses 

from 3mm to 5mm and sizes 

from Youth to 4XL. We have 

some wetsuit boots also. Suits 

are priced according to 

condition; all are in good shape, 

none have holes, bad zippers, 

etc - we turn them over every 

couple of seasons. 

Manufacturers include 

Northwest River Supplies, 

Atlan Productions and 

Henderson. We can meet 

individual and group orders. To 

determine sizing we need height 

and weight and we will let you 

know what is available. 

  

Frank and Jennifer Mooney 

Crab Apple Whitewater, Inc. 

www.crabapplewhitewater.com 

413-625-2288 9am-4pm EST 

 

SERA Summer Cave 

Carnival Survey: 

Did you know that your Grotto 

is a Member of SERA? 

 

The Central Alabama Grotto 

(CAG) is working with The 

South Eastern Regional 

Association (SERA) to help 

make the SERA Summer Cave 

Carnival the best it can be each 

& every year. 

 

We'd like your input & 

opinions. Your responses will 

be very much 

appreciated. 

 

Go to: 

www.centralalabamagrotto.com 

and click on the link “ SERA 

Summer Cave Carnival” to fill 

out a 9 question survey. 

 

 

I n f o / Tr ip  R ep o r t s  
 

Rickels Cave, January 9, 2010 

(Stan Tew): 

Montgomery Grotto: Stan Tew, 

Ted Hailes, Lee Criswell, Terri 

Leonard, Chuck Tice, Jeff 

Thomas.  Cullman Grotto: 
Harold Calvert, Scott?, Bruce & 

Josh?, Stan Tew.  Birmingham 
Grotto: Dale? 

 

Metaphorically speaking I told 

my friend, who has neither 

caving nor vertical experience 

but wants both, “I’ll just throw 

you into the fire and see how 

you like it”. After exiting 

Rickels yesterday I had 

forgotten how hot that fire is. 

The cave is demanding on both 

counts. I had told him there 

would be very little walking, 

lots of foot-first crawling 

through the rocks, a 50 ft. pit, 

and then more crawling. Then 

we would reverse it all to get 

out.  I think it’s a good thing he 

“had to work”. 

 

Thanks to Bruce & Josh for 

going early and removing a 

large obstacle rock from the 

entrance. This made it much 

better for most of us and 

possible for some. Then they 

had already rigged the drop. 

This prevented the usual 

testosterone filled battle of who 



 

 

was best at rigging the rope and 

how it should be done …nag, 

nag, nag. I found out later that 

the rope had been exposed to a 

great deal of sunlight and this 

bothered me. I think that rope 

should be retired to being a 

valiant towrope and live a long 

life as such. 

 

I am constantly amazed by the 

generation gap that exists and 

more specifically it was present 

yesterday. At the bottom of the 

drop Jeff said that he was 

getting  “a small amount of 

signal” on his compass and 

wondered how much being 

underground would affect that.  

Ted gently told him that 

compasses were “old school” 

and worked underground just as 

well as on the surface.  He also 

pointed out that the magnetic 

north pole is shifting toward 

Russia at the current rate of 68 

feet per year. How that would 

affect us in the cave at that time 

was beyond my comprehension 

but, after all, he is a teacher. 

 

While exploring the upper some 

of the upper regions and (back?) 

of the cave Josh found a room 

which was noticeably colder 

than the large room of 

breakdown we were in. We 

believe that we were close to 

the surface and that the opening 

may have been “bat sized” as 

there were a couple of bats in 

the room. 

 

After returning through the 

sharp-rocked water crawl and 

climbing the pit we began the 

tedious exit with all 17 

thousand pounds of stuff we 

had in the 157 packs we were 

carrying. We developed quite a 

good system that Ted called a 

“conga line”. See above 

reference to his being a teacher. 

Anyway, it worked well. We 

piled the packs up in a spot and 

started climbing. When the last 

person got to the pile of packs 

we “conga-ed” them up to the 

next sport somewhere near 

where the lead climber was. We 

did this 3 or 4 times until the 

last one was actually outside the 

cave.  

 

The transition from warm cave 

to cold snowing exterior was 

about 6 inches of horizontal 

distance. When you got upright 

and the exit hole was at eye 

level the air was warm 

(relatively) While you but was 

still inside the cave (warm) you 

head, neck & shoulders were 

exposed and getting cold. We 

all stood beside the vehicles 

steaming until we could get on 

our dry clothes. Then on to the 

“Top Dog” or “top something 

or other” for dinner: a fitting 

end to another great caving trip. 

At least for being in a “Dry 

County”.          

 

Quote of the Month: 

"If everything seems under 

control, you're not going fast 

enough." 

 ~ Mario Andretti 
 

M G  M e e t i n g  
M i n u t e s  

December 1, 2009: 

� Meeting started at 7:10pm 

� November meeting minutes 

were passed around and 

reviewed 

o Minutes were approved  

� Stan discussed upcoming 

TR trip: 

o Ron Schindler from 

Mobile may be going 

o Nick and his family are 

going 

o The scout group is going 

o Would like to have a 

helmet and light party at 

his house December 7
th

 

at 7pm 

� The group voted and 

approved re-combining the 

office of 

Secretary/Treasurer 

� Election of 2010 officers 

was held 

o President will be Stan 

Tew 

o Vice President will be 

Chris D’amico 

o Secretary/Treasurer will 

be Chuck Tice 

� Stan had “lost and found” 

o A head lamp and some 

Off (no one claimed) 

� Ellison’s trip report (Stan 

and Chuck) 

o It was rainy and windy 

at the bottom 

o It was cold and very 

dark! 

o Towards bottom of 

Fantastic it went 

drastically from dry to 

very wet and stormy 

o Stan was surprised by 

the rappel – he still had 

to use all his bars even 

though the rope below 

him was much heavier 

than usual 

o Stan and Chuck were on 

rope 59 minutes coming 

up Fantastic 

o Chuck described 

problems with tandem 

climbing using the 

Mitchell System 

o Stan described several 

things: 

� the Death Rock 



 

� his space blanket 

and candle 

� how tough the 124’ 

warm-up pit is after 

doing the 586’ deep 

pit 

� The group discussed the 

Utah caving death at Nutty 

Putty Cave 

o Terri heard they were 

closing the cave and 

leaving his body 

o Stan discussed the 

thought you can never 

have in a cave, “I don’t 

want to play anymore.” 

� Stan offered a scare he had 

to remind everyone to be 

safe – going down the 

warm-up pit at Ellison’s he 

found his carabiner 

sideways that connects his 

rack to his seat 

� Door prize 

o Lee won a pair of gloves 

� Discussed having a party 

� Meeting adjourned at 

8:07pm
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