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Caving 
Information 

Online: 
 

MG Website: 
www.caves.org/grotto/  

montgomery/ 
 

NSS Website: 
www.caves.org/ 

 
SCCi Website: 
www.scci.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to invite 

anyone interested in speleology to attend our 

meetings on the first Tuesday of each month at the 

First United Methodist Church at 7pm.  The address 

is 2416 W. Cloverdale Park, Montgomery, AL 36106. 

Meetings last about one hour during which we 

discuss grotto business, welcome newcomers, plan 

trips and more.  For additional information, contact 

Stan Tew at stan_tew@yahoo.com.  
 

 

Disclaimer: 
 

Caving is an inherently dangerous and demanding 

sport.  Care should be given when deciding to 

participate in caving trips.  You should be physically 

fit and not afraid of tight spaces.  Caving trips are 

lead by volunteers; before participating, you should 

gather information about the difficulty of the trip and 

the experience level of the leader.  Participating in 

any or all activities is at your own risk.   
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O n  T h e  C o v e r  
 

On January 17, 2009, the MG 

visited Tumbling Rock Cave.  

Shown here is a beautiful column 

we found beyond the Rabbit Room 

reminiscent of Michelangelo’s 

Creation of Adam.  

 

A n n o u n c e m e n t s  
 

(1) Stan is working on plans for 

the MG to be included on a 

clean-up trip to Anderson’s.  

(2) Don’t forget to send your 
trip reports to Chuck. 

 

C a l e n d a r  
 

Feb 02 MG Meeting 
Feb 14 Valentine's Day 
Feb 16 Washington's Birthday 
Feb 16 Guess Creek Cave 
Feb 21/28 Anderson Cave?? 
Mar 03 MG Meeting 
Apr 07 MG Meeting 
Apr 27 Confederate Memorial 

Day 
 

I n f o / T r i p  R e p o r t s  
 

Tumbling Rock (Jeff Thomas): 

On the coldest day in 10 years, 

Saturday, January 17, 2009, the 

Montgomery Grotto once again 

made a pilgrimage to Tumbling 

Rock Cave. The group in 

attendance consisted of twelve total 

(6 newbies and 6 members).  

Entering the cave, two 36” ice 

sickles ominously dangled as 

reminders of the bitter cold 

temperature.  Traces of ice were 

spotted as far in as the Ante Room.  

Veteran caver, Bo commented that 

this was the farthest he had seen ice 

within the cave. To the relief of all, 

the temperature rose as we neared 

the Saltpeter Works.  After the 

grotto members tried their hand at 

recounting the history of the room 

the group began their trek to view 

the Elephants Feet. With only the 

intent of making it to the King’s 

Shower the group was able to take 

its time and make a few side trips 

including the Sewers, Christmas 

Tree, and the Rabbit Room. Once 

at the Sewers several newbies, led 

by Chuck and Roger, had a chance 

to break away and explore a few 

tight squeezes. Afterwards, Chuck 

was able demonstrate an expert free 

climbing technique as an alternate 

escape from the depths below. As 

the group made their way out from 

the sewers through the Wind 

Tunnel and past the Totem Gallery, 

all six non-members had smiles on 

their faces.  After they were 

sufficiently soaked in the Kings 

Shower, Roger led a small group to 

the Christmas Tree.  

 

 
 

Meanwhile Bo, Chris, and Chuck 

had a chance to explore the Rabbit 

Room. By this time everyone had 

started to steam.  A small group of 

newbies then tried their hand at the 

Rabbit Room. The steam from the 

crowd made the room like a sauna.  

Shortly there after, prompted by 

hunger and the promise of cold 

beer, the group began the long 

journey back to the cars.  A true 

since of urgency hit everyone when 

sub-artic temperatures met the 

group at the Salt Peter Works.  

Despite the temperature, the 

Tumbling Rock trip was a success.  

All six newbies reported that they 

had a blast.  As has been with my 

last two trips to Tumbling Rock, 

the best part of the day was seeing 

the sense of accomplishment on the 

faces of the first timers.    

 

 
 

M G  M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s  
 
December 2, 2008: 
 

� Meeting started at 7:05pm 

� Discussed meeting minutes:  

will begin approving current 

month’s minutes at next 

month’s meeting 

� Minutes from October 7, 2008 

and November 11, 2008 

meetings were approved 

� Stan discussed: 

o new lights information 

from John Parks – he 

bought some for loaner 

helmets 

o beginners trip coming up 

December 13 for scouts 

o working on helmets/lights 

at his house 

o getting a “big” check from 

his insurance company for 

his crashed plane 

o death of “Grandma” 

(Glory Hole) 

o possible trip to Glory Hole 

in January 

� Chris Powers mentioned: 

o Beginners trip coming up 

January 17 

o Trip to Moss Rock, which 

was Jeremy’s first time on 

rope 

� Chuck told a “Fantastic” story 

� Matt mentioned upgrade to 

sten light 

� Door prize was won by Ted 

� 2009 dues payments were 

received from Robert, Chuck, 

Roger, Terri, Stan, Matt, Chris 

and Jeremy 

� Meeting adjourned at 7:50pm 


