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We would like to take this opportunity to invite 

anyone interested in speleology to attend our 

meetings on the first Tuesday of each month at the 

First United Methodist Church at 7pm.  The address 

is 2416 W. Cloverdale Park, Montgomery, AL 36106. 

Meetings last about one hour during which we 

discuss grotto business, welcome newcomers, plan 

trips and more.  For additional information, contact 

Stan Tew at stan_tew@yahoo.com.  
 

 

Disclaimer: 
 

Caving is an inherently dangerous and demanding 

sport.  Care should be given when deciding to 

participate in caving trips.  You should be physically 

fit and not afraid of tight spaces.  Caving trips are 

lead by volunteers; before participating, you should 

gather information about the difficulty of the trip and 

the experience level of the leader.  Participating in 

any or all activities is at your own risk.   
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O n  T h e  C o v e r  
 
Way back on January 5, 2008, the 
MG visited Rickle’s Cave.  Shown 
here is the corridor entrance 
leading to the 50’ drop.  This was 
the date of the great “shovel” 
incident.  Shown below is a picture 
of Roger and his prized possession. 
 

 
 

A n n o u n c e m e n t s  
 
(1) HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
(2) From the President: “Let’s 

resolve to do more caving in 
2009 than we did in 2008.”  I 
second that!! 

(3) Don’t forget to send your trip 
reports to Chuck. 

 

C a l e n d a r  
 

Jan 01 New Year's 
Jan 05 MG Meeting 
Jan 17 Tumbling Rock 
Jan 17 Glory Hole 
Jan 19 R.E. Lee's B'day 
Jan 23-25 Annual Crawlathon 
Feb 02 MG Meeting 
Feb 14 Valentine's 
Feb 16 Washington's B'day 
Mar 03 MG Meeting 

I n f o / T r i p  R e p o r t s  
 

Rickle’s Cave (Chuck Tice): 
On December 27, 2008, Bo, Jelene 
and Chuck made a “practice run” to 
Rickle’s.  Here, Bo shows 
excitement for our success: 

We wanted to test our memory and 
see if we could actually find it; and 
Chuck wanted to practice rigging 
the drop.  A grotto trip there is 
being considered for February or 
March.  More information coming. 
 

Caving article (Deirdra Hahn): 
Deirdra provided the following 
article from The Birmingham News 
dated Saturday, August 16, 2008: 
 

Bat Blitz rounds up night critters 
by Nancy Glasscock 
The Decatur Daily 
 
MOULTON – A team of biologists 
had almost finished stretching a net 
across a portion of Brushy Lake in 
Bankhead National Forest when 
they heard the call of a screech owl. 
     “He’s out for bats, too,” said 
one of them. 
     Tim Carter, a biology professor 
at Ball State University in Muncie, 
Ind., led the group into the forest 

Wednesday on the third and final 
night of the annual Bat Blitz. 
     Biologists, students and 
volunteers from across the eastern 
United States converged at Camp 
McDowell in Nauvoo to study bats. 
     They split into 12 groups of four 
to eight and drove to separate 
locations in Bankhead to collect 
information on different species. 
     Teams caught 394 bats and 
identified six species, including 
two that are endangered, said Tom 
Counts, district wildlife biologist at 
Bankhead. 
      Researchers found a gray bat 
and an Indiana bat, both 
endangered.  They also found reds, 
big browns, eastern pipistrelles and 
evening bats, Counts said. 
     Carter’s group sloshed through 
water, setting up what looked like 
larger versions of volleyball nets in 
hopes of catching bats to document 
and release.  They entered the 
forest near dusk and remained until 
after midnight, then met at Camp 
McDowell around 2 or 3 a.m. for a 
meal. 
     The group was most likely to 
catch bats just after sunset, 
researchers said. 
     “It’s about the time,” Carter 
said, minutes before the group 
finished installing the net. 
     It was the first time the blitz was 
held in Alabama. 
     “We were ecstatic over it,” 
Counts said.  “We had a wonderful 
time.” 
 

M G  M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s  
 
November 4, 2008: 
 
� Meeting started at 7:05pm 

� Treasurer's Report: Inital $176; 
Stan bought MG $50 of 
Surprise Pit; SCCi Dues $15; 
Final $111 

� Stan discussed beginner's trip 
for Nick’s scouts and Chris’ 
friends 

� Stan needs a volunteer to lead 
beginners; Bo and Jelene 
volunteered; the trip was 
planned for TR 

� It was mentioned that 
Anderson Cave is now open 

� Bo brought up skydiving 
� TAG Fall Cave-In Report 

o Stan and a couple of 
others entered the 
climbing contest 

o Stan led a group to Cedar 
Ridge Crystal Cave 

o The group rappelled on 
Sunday at Little River 
Canyon 

o Jeff and Emily descended 
Little River and enjoyed it 

� Cullman Grotto Family Day 
o They had a rappelling 

tower, ropes tower 
o Matt, Jeff and their wives 

went and had a good time 
� Stan, Robbie, Ted, and Chuck 

are going to Ellison's Cave to 
do Fantastic Pit. Ted will stay 
at the top to guard the rope 

� Any suggestions to any caves?  
Talley Cave a possibility 

� Stan passed out door prize 
tickets – Matt won 

� Bo mentioned rope training 
(Nov. 22) 

� Two cave suits are for sale – if 
no one wants them, they are 
going on Ebay 

� Meeting adjourned at 7:49pm 


