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* MONTGOMERY GROTTO -

W l to the new Montgomery
e COn/le Grotto (MG) newsletter.
We would like to take this opportunity to invite
anyone interested in speleology to attend our
meetings on the first Tuesday of each month at the
First United Methodist Church at 7pm. The address
is 2416 W. Cloverdale Park, Montgomery, AL 36106.
Meetings last about one hour during which we
discuss grotto business, welcome newcomers, plan
trips and more.  For additional information, contact

Stan Tew at stan_tew@yahoo.com.

Disclaimer:
Caving is an inherently dangerous and demanding
sport.  Care should be given when deciding to
participate in caving trips. You should be physically
fit and not afraid of tight spaces. Caving trips are
lead by volunteers, before participating, you should
gather information about the difficulty of the trip and
the experience level of the leader. Participating in

any or all activities is at your own risk.




On The Cover

Stan Tew is shown enjoying a ride
across the zip line. Members of the
MG traveled to Desoto State Park
on Saturday, July 12, 2008 to take
part in the Tyrolean Traverse put
on by the Huntsville Cave Rescue
Unit. Below is a picture of Terri
Leonard making it to the end, and a
picture warning of the dangerous
overlook.

Announcements

(1) Everyone try to attend the
monthly MG meetings — those
in attendance may win a door
prize!

(2) If you are planning on going to
the TAG Fall Cave-in this
year, make sure you’ve booked
your room. Also, remember
that early registrations get a
discount.

(3) Check out our website on a
regular basis. Jelene Franklin
does a great job keeping it

updated with new pictures and
upcoming events.
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MG Meeting
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MG Meeting
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Stories/Trip Reports

On June 21, 2008, | met Van Cain
(a.k.a. cave rat) and two other
cavers at  the Scottshoro
McDonalds. We made our way
about 15 miles west of Scottshoro
to the parking area for Kennamer
Cave. After changing and
organizing our stuff, we started our
way up the path/road to the upper
entrance to do a “thru” pull-down
trip. It was fairly warm that day,
but we were thankfully in the shade
most of the way. The bugs ate me
up! It took us about 30 minutes to
get to the entrance from the cars.
We entered the cave just before
11:00am. The first 20 of the cave
had a lot of bugs flying around in
it. We had to remove our packs for
most of the way to the main
passage. The most notable thing
we came across during the first part
of the trip was Moby Dick, the
largest piece of “break-down” I’ve
ever seen or heard about. There
were many nice formations,

flowstone, etc. We reached the 35’
drop after about 2.5 hours. Van
used a 25’ piece of webbing to do a
wrap 3, pull 2 around a huge fallen
rock. We were able to rappel to the
bottom and then pull down his rope
(we had to leave the webbing).
From there we made our way to the
Orgy Entrance (our exit), taking a
wrong turn a couple of times. The
last 70 yards or so were all through
a pancake squeeze in the water and
mud. There was no room for our
packs, so we had to push or drag
them out. We were probably in the
cave about 4.5 to 5 hours. All in
all, it was very physically
demanding / difficult, but still an

excellent cave. After making it
back down to our cars, we ran into
some land auctioneers who were
there looking at the land. The older
lady that owned the property where
we parked passed away without a
will. The land is being auctioned
off. SCCi assures us that we will
still have access, regardless of who
ends up purchasing the property —
the owner cannot legally block us
from getting to the SCCi owned
land where the cave is located.

MG Meeting Minutes
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The church was locked, so we

met at 1048; the meeting

started at 7:15pm with 10

people present.

Logo, brochure, etc. were

passed around/approved.

Stan discussed:

o Tyrolene Traverse

o Ms. Millers

o Showed off flashlight (he
and Ted)

Bo stated that there is $287 in

the treasury.

New member: Nick Wolf

Deirdra discussed her trip to

the back of TR.

Nick discussed his trip to TR

back in May.

Group discussion:

o Heart attack death at TR

Wildcat extension at TR

Anvil trip August 9

Steward Springs August 16

Anderson Cave

Rappelling at Little River

Canyon.

The meeting ended at 8:02pm.
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