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Dear Ms. Matteson:

This responds to your January 21, 2010, petition for rulemaking submitted on behalf of the Center for
Biological Diversity (CBD). As the designated lead Region for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(Service) on white-nose syndrome (WNS) I am responding on behalf of the Service’s Director. Your
petition generally requests governmental action to address the threat posed by WNS to bats. More
specifically, the petition requests that the petitioned agencies take the following actions:

1. Close to public access all caves and mines known or suspected to harbor bats on Federal lands
throughout the continental United States to protect bats and associated cave ecosystems from the dire

threat of white-nose syndrome.

2. Promulgate a rule governing take of endangered bats to specify that transferring materials, whether
knowingly or unknowingly, between caves and mines in areas where WNS has occurred to caves and
mines in areas where WNS has yet to occur and could potentially spread to threatened and endangered bat
species, constitutes a violation of prohibitions in the ESA against “take” of listed species by any person.

3. Designate as “significant” all caves inhabited by bats, seasonally or year-round, on all Federal lands
under the jurisdiction of the Department of Interior and Department of Agriculture.

4. Issue an advisory to all State, other public, and private owners of caves and bat-inhabited mines
throughout the United States, recommending year-round closure to protect bats from the spread of white-
nose syndrome.

5. Notify all owners of caves and bat-inhabited mines of threats to federally listed bats from cave
visitation and associated potential spread of WNS, and of decontamination protocol recommended for
caves that remain open.

6. Establish, as part of the national WNS action plan, a fund to purchase privately owned bat caves and
mines for the purpose of protecting bats.

Petition at 29-30 (Sec. XI).

The Service is the lead Federal agency coordinating the response to WNS. Many of the requests in your
petition are directed to us serving in that role, and also as a Federal






